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Welcome                Letter
There is a defining energy to summer in the United States. It lives in the rhythm of the open road, in the pull of 
the water, and in the quiet moments that unfold far from the everyday. It is a season that invites movement, 
discovery, and a deeper connection to the places that shape our shared story. 
 
This Summer 2026 issue of Explore USA Magazine is a reflection of that spirit. 
 
At the center of this edition are journeys both iconic and evolving. We honor the enduring legacy of Route 66 as it 
approaches its 100th anniversary, a symbol of freedom, resilience, and the timeless appeal of the American road 
trip. We look ahead to America’s 250th, recognizing the history, pride, and character that continue to define the 
nation, while highlighting the people and communities carrying that legacy forward. 
 
This issue also brings you into the present moment of exploration. From sweeping landscapes to hidden 
escapes, Explore the Outdoors captures the natural beauty that calls travelers to step outside and reconnect. 
Along the southeastern coastline, Explore the Carolinas reveals a blend of charm, culture, and scenic diversity 
that continues to draw those seeking both relaxation and adventure. Across rivers, springs, and coastlines, Water 
Adventures USA showcases the experiences that define summer at its most vibrant. 
 
Adding to the energy of the season, the World Cup places a global spotlight on destinations across the United 
States. It is a rare moment where international passion meets domestic travel, bringing new excitement to cities 
and communities while creating opportunities to experience the country through a broader lens. 
 
Together, these stories represent more than destinations. They reflect movement, connection, and the enduring 
desire to explore what lies just beyond the horizon. 
 
At Explore USA Magazine, we believe travel is not simply about where you go. It is about how those places shape 
you, how they bring perspective, and how they remind us of the vastness and diversity within our own borders. 
This issue was curated with that philosophy in mind, offering inspiration for journeys both near and far. 
 
As you turn these pages, consider this your invitation. Take the drive. Follow the water. Step into history. 
Experience the season fully. 
 
Explore USA Magazine 
Travel. Savor. Transform.
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Premium beef. No apologies.

Limited seats available — secure your place today.

Est. in the pursuit of something extraordinary
Luxury Beef · Personal · Professional · Gifting Programs · Ships Nationwide

 We source USDA Prime and Australian Wagyu - cuts that shine outside of the steakhouse. 
Every box is packed for the home cook who knows the difference, and for everyone who’s 
about to find out.

 Our gifting program is built for people who send things that matter. Bulk tiers, branded 
packaging, doorstep delivery - for clients, crews, coaches, family, or anyone whose 
occasion is too important for another Amazon order.

“Premium beef.
No apologies.”

“USDA 
Prime and 
Australian 

Wagyu”
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As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, travelers and communities alike are 
embracing the history, heritage, and spirit that define the nation. From small historic towns 
and preserved landmarks to patriotic celebrations and cultural experiences, this milestone 
offers a unique opportunity to explore the places that tell America’s story. This feature 
highlights destinations that bring history to life and invites readers to connect with the past 
while experiencing the pride and traditions that continue to shape the country today.
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250th: A Legacy of Service 
 
 For nearly two and a half centuries, the strength of the United States has been shaped not only by its people 
and places, but by those who have stepped forward to serve and protect it. From the earliest days of the nation’s 
founding to the present moment, the men and women of the United States military have played a vital role in 
defending freedom, supporting communities, and representing the country both at home and around the world. 
 
 Each branch carries its own history and identity, yet all share a common purpose rooted in service, 
sacrifice, and commitment. Across land, sea, air, and along the nation’s shores, these forces have adapted to 
changing times while remaining grounded in the principles that defined their beginnings. Their contributions 
extend beyond conflict, reaching into humanitarian efforts, disaster response, and global cooperation. 
 
 As the United States marks 250 years, this legacy continues to evolve. Today’s military reflects both tradition and 
innovation, honoring the past while preparing for the challenges of the future. The stories that follow highlight each 
branch and the role it has played in shaping the nation’s journey, reminding us that service has always been, and 
will continue to be, a cornerstone of the American experience.
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United States Navy  Guardians of the Seas Since the Beginning 
 
 From historic waterfront cities to active naval ports, the legacy of the United States Navy can be experienced 
firsthand across the country. Places like Norfolk, Virginia, home to the world’s largest naval base, and San Diego, 
California, where carriers line the harbor, offer a glimpse into the scale and presence of modern naval power. 
These coastal destinations connect visitors directly to a story that began long before the nation was fully formed. 
 
 The story of the United States Navy begins in 1775, when the Continental Congress authorized a small fleet to 
challenge British control of the seas. These early ships and sailors formed the foundation of what would become 
one of the most powerful naval forces in the world. 
 
 Throughout the Revolutionary War, the young Navy disrupted supply lines and protected American interests 
along the coastline. After the war, the Navy was temporarily disbanded, but growing threats soon made its 
return essential. In 1794, Congress formally established a permanent naval force, recognizing the importance of 
maritime strength. 
 
 As the nation expanded, naval installations became key points along the American coastline. Locations such 
as Annapolis, Maryland, home to the United States Naval Academy, and Pearl Harbor in Hawaii reflect both the 
growth and sacrifice of the Navy across generations. These places serve not only as operational centers but also 
as living reminders of pivotal moments in American history. 
 
 Today, the United States Navy operates across every ocean, maintaining a global presence that supports stability, 
humanitarian missions, and national defense. For travelers, visiting naval ports and historic sites offers a unique 
way to connect with this legacy, where past and present meet along the water’s edge.
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United States Marine Corps 
 
A Legacy Forged in Readiness and Resolve 
 
 Across the United States, Marine Corps bases stand as both active installations and points of historical significance. 
From Camp Pendleton along the California coast to Parris Island in South Carolina, where recruits begin their 
journey, these locations reflect the discipline and tradition that define the Corps. 
 
 The United States Marine Corps traces its origins to 1775, when the Continental Congress established two 
battalions of Marines to serve alongside the Navy. From the beginning, the Marines were designed to be flexible, 
fast-moving, and ready to respond wherever needed. 
 
 In its earliest years, the Marine Corps played a vital role in amphibious operations, often leading assaults from the 
sea onto enemy-held shores. This capability became its defining characteristic. Marines were not just soldiers or 
sailors, but a force capable of bridging both worlds. 
 
 Training grounds and historic sites connected to the Marine Corps offer insight into this identity. Quantico, Virginia, 
serves as a center for leadership and education, while locations tied to past conflicts preserve the memory of the 
Corps’ role in shaping history. These destinations provide travelers with a deeper understanding of the preparation 
and commitment behind every mission. 
 
 Today, the Marine Corps continues to operate as a rapid-response force, ready to deploy at a moment’s notice. 
Visiting these bases and historic locations reveals a legacy built on readiness, where tradition and modern capability 
come together in service to the nation.

16



United States Air Force 
 
Defining the Skies in a New Era of Warfare 
 
 From expansive airfields to museums that celebrate the evolution of flight, the story of the United States Air 
Force can be seen across the American landscape. Bases such as Wright-Patterson in Ohio and Lackland in Texas 
highlight both the history and scale of modern air operations. 
 
 The United States Air Force was officially established in 1947, though its roots trace back to the early days of 
aviation. As flight technology advanced, military leaders recognized its potential to transform the way conflicts 
were fought. 
 
 During World War I and World War II, air power became a decisive force. Aircraft were used for reconnaissance, 
transport, and combat, changing the course of modern warfare. These developments laid the foundation for an 
independent branch focused entirely on air and space. 
 
 Locations tied to the Air Force’s development, including training centers and historic airfields, offer travelers a way 
to explore this transformation. The National Museum of the United States Air Force provides a comprehensive look 
at aviation history, while active bases continue to demonstrate the cutting edge of modern capability. 
 
 Today, the Air Force operates across air and space, supporting missions that extend far beyond traditional 
battlefields. Visiting these sites offers a perspective on how innovation continues to shape the future of defense 
and exploration.
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United States Army 
 
The Foundation of American Defense 
 
 Across the United States, historic forts and active Army installations serve as reminders of the nation’s earliest and 
most enduring military presence. From West Point in New York to Fort Bragg in North Carolina, these locations 
reflect both the history and evolution of the Army. 
 
 The United States Army was established in 1775 as the Continental Army, created to fight for independence during 
the Revolutionary War. Under the leadership of General George Washington, it became the foundation of the 
nation’s defense. 
 
 Throughout the country’s history, the Army has played a central role in major conflicts and national development. 
Its presence has extended beyond the battlefield, contributing to infrastructure, disaster response, and 
humanitarian efforts. 
 
 Historic sites such as preserved forts and training grounds offer travelers a way to explore this legacy. West Point, 
home to the United States Military Academy, stands as both a symbol of leadership and a living institution that 
continues to shape future generations. 
 
 Today, the United States Army remains a cornerstone of national defense. Visiting its historic and active locations 
provides a deeper appreciation for the role it has played in shaping the country, from its earliest days to the present 
and into the future.
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United States Coast Guard 
 
Protecting the Nation’s Shores and Waters 
 
 Along coastlines, rivers, and harbors across the country, the presence of the United States Coast Guard is both 
visible and essential. Stations in places like Cape Cod, Boston, and the Florida Keys connect directly to the service’s 
long-standing mission of safety and security on the water. 
 
 The Coast Guard traces its origins to 1790, when it was established as the Revenue Cutter Service to enforce 
customs laws and protect the nation’s economic interests. Over time, its responsibilities expanded to include search 
and rescue, maritime safety, and environmental protection. 
 
 Throughout American history, the Coast Guard has played a vital role during both conflict and peace. Its work has 
often taken place close to home, protecting ports, responding to emergencies, and ensuring safe navigation along 
busy waterways. 
 
 Historic stations and training centers provide insight into this mission. The United States Coast Guard Academy in 
New London, Connecticut, reflects the service’s commitment to leadership and education, while coastal installations 
across the country demonstrate its ongoing role in daily life. 
 
 Today, the Coast Guard continues to balance safety, security, and stewardship. For travelers, visiting these locations 
offers a unique connection to a branch that operates where land meets water, serving communities and protecting 
the nation’s shores.
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America’s 250th: A Summer Celebration Across the United States 
 
 As America approaches its 250th anniversary, communities across the country are preparing for one of the most 
patriotic summers in generations. From waterfront fireworks displays and historic reenactments to hometown 
parades and summer festivals, destinations large and small are embracing the spirit of celebration during the 2026 
summer travel season. 
 
 Throughout June, July, and August, travelers will find cities and towns decorated in red, white, and blue as local 
communities honor the nation’s history through music, culture, food, and tradition. Historic districts are coming 
alive with colonial demonstrations and living history presentations, while downtown streets and scenic waterfronts 
prepare for family-friendly festivals designed to celebrate the American experience. 
 
 In the Northeast, historic communities connected to the Revolutionary era are planning summer events that 
blend education with entertainment. Visitors can expect patriotic concerts, reenactments, harbor celebrations, 
tall ships, and traditional Independence Day festivities that reflect the nation’s early beginnings. Coastal towns 
throughout New England are also preparing maritime festivals and public gatherings that highlight the role these 
communities played in America’s history. 
 
 Across the South, celebrations are taking on a distinctly hometown feel. Small towns are organizing Main Street 
parades, courthouse square concerts, barbecue cook-offs, craft festivals, and community picnics that bring residents 
and visitors together throughout the summer months. In many communities, local veterans organizations and 
civic groups are helping lead ceremonies honoring military service members, first responders, and generations of 
Americans who helped shape the country’s story.
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 Florida communities along both the Gulf and Atlantic coasts are planning waterfront fireworks celebrations, 
patriotic boat parades, beach concerts, and family events that combine summer tourism with the 
excitement surrounding America’s milestone anniversary. Historic destinations throughout the state are 
also preparing special exhibits and walking tours focused on the country’s heritage and cultural evolution. 
 
 In Texas and throughout the Southwest, larger metropolitan celebrations are expected to feature live 
music, food festivals, air shows, and massive fireworks displays that light up city skylines and riverfront 
districts. Rodeos, outdoor concerts, and heritage festivals are also expected to play a major role in regional 
celebrations, highlighting the traditions and independent spirit that continue to define the American West. 
 
 Meanwhile, communities throughout the Midwest are embracing classic Americana with county fairs, 
vintage car shows, patriotic festivals, and summer gatherings that celebrate family traditions and small-
town pride. Travelers exploring America’s scenic back roads this summer will discover historic downtown 
districts, old-fashioned diners, roadside attractions, and local festivals that feel like a return to a simpler era 
of American travel. 
 
 What makes America’s 250th especially meaningful is the way it connects the entire country through 
local experiences. From large cities to quiet rural communities, the anniversary is creating opportunities 
for travelers to rediscover the traditions, destinations, and shared moments that continue to shape the 
American identity. 
 
 For visitors planning summer adventures in 2026, the season promises more than fireworks and festivals. 
It offers the chance to experience America through the people, places, and traditions that continue to make 
the country unique after 250 years.
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Classic Americana: Attractions That Still Capture the Spirit of America 
 
 Across the United States, a collection of timeless attractions continues to preserve the nostalgia and charm of 
classic American travel. Long before digital entertainment and modern theme parks dominated family vacations, 
road trips centered around drive-in theaters, beach boardwalks, amusement parks, roadside diners, and quirky 
roadside attractions that became unforgettable parts of the journey itself. 
 
 Today, many of those destinations are still operating, giving travelers the chance to experience a piece of authentic 
Americana that has remained remarkably unchanged through the decades.

 
 
 Drive-in movie theaters remain one of the country’s most beloved symbols of vintage American culture. On warm 
summer evenings, families still gather beneath glowing neon signs and outdoor movie screens to enjoy films under 
the stars. From rural communities to historic highway corridors, these classic theaters continue to offer a nostalgic 
experience that feels worlds away from modern multiplexes.

 
 
 Historic amusement parks also continue to attract visitors with old-fashioned charm and timeless summer 
traditions. Wooden roller coasters, vintage midway games, hand-painted signs, and traditional fair food create an 
atmosphere that captures the excitement of classic family vacations. Many of these parks have been welcoming 
guests for generations and remain treasured landmarks within their communities.
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 Along historic highways such as Route 66, travelers can still discover retro motels, roadside diners, vintage gas 
stations, and neon-lit attractions that helped define America’s golden age of road travel. These destinations 
continue to celebrate the spirit of exploration that once inspired millions of Americans to hit the open road in 
search of adventure.

 

 Beach boardwalks and classic waterfront attractions also remain a major part of the American summer 
experience. Visitors strolling along these historic entertainment districts will still find arcades, carnival rides, ice 
cream stands, live music, and the unmistakable atmosphere of traditional coastal vacations. 
Together, these attractions represent more than nostalgia. They reflect a uniquely American style of travel 
centered around freedom, discovery, family traditions, and the simple joy of the journey itself. 
As America celebrates its 250th anniversary, these enduring landmarks continue to remind travelers that some of 
the country’s most meaningful experiences are the timeless places that generations of families have enjoyed for 
decades.

25





STOP GIVING AWAY 3% OF
YOUR REVENUE TO YOUR
PAYMENT PROCESSOR!

Justin Dupree
Founder/CEO

Matthew McCracken
Regional Sales Director

Trusted by Local Businesses Across
The United States Of America 

27



Georgia Faye Haskins and the Enduring Legacy of the Gold Star Lily 
 
 Some family stories are carried through photographs. Others survive in old letters, military records, or fading 
memories shared across generations. In the Haskins family, remembrance took root in something living. A 
delicate pink lily, carefully preserved and replanted for decades, became a lasting symbol of love, sacrifice, faith, 
and endurance. 
 
 The story begins with Georgia Faye Haskins, a devoted mother from Illinois whose life was forever changed 
during the Korean War. In 1950, her seventeen year old son, Private Warren Franklin Haskins, was killed in action 
near Chochiwon, South Korea while serving with the United States Army. Warren was Georgia’s ninth child and 
her fourth son to answer the call to military service. His older brothers had all returned home safely after serving 
during World War II. Warren would not. 
 
 From an early age, Warren admired the example set by his brothers. He wanted to wear the uniform of the 
United States Army with pride and believed deeply in serving his country. In November of 1949, he enlisted and 
soon found himself training alongside young soldiers who would later become part of the historic Task Force 
Smith, one of the first American units sent into combat during the Korean War. 
 
 The months that followed were filled with uncertainty for families across America, but for Georgia, the waiting 
became especially painful. Reports from overseas were often delayed, and communication was limited. When 
word first came that Warren was missing in action, she refused to surrender hope. She continued writing 
letters to her son, believing somehow they might still reach him. She searched newspapers for photographs of 
captured American soldiers and studied every face, hoping to see Warren looking back at her. According to family 
recollections, she even attended private newsreel showings at a local theater in the desperate hope of finding 
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 Eventually, the telegram arrived confirming every mother’s worst fear. Warren Franklin Haskins had been 
killed in action on July 12, 1950. He was only seventeen years old. 
 
 A letter sent to Georgia from the chaplain of the 21st Infantry Regiment described Warren as a courageous 
and respected young soldier whose bravery had earned the admiration of the men who served beside 
him. The letter offered condolences and assured the family that Warren had received a Christian burial in 
Korea. 
 
 In the years that followed, Warren’s service and sacrifice were formally recognized. He was honored as 
part of Task Force Smith and received recognition for valor connected to the early and difficult battles 
fought during the opening months of the Korean War. Yet no certificate or commendation could heal the 
grief carried by a mother who had lost her child. 
 
 Georgia eventually found comfort and companionship through the American Gold Star Mothers 
organization, a group formed to support mothers who had lost sons or daughters during military service. 
Among these women, she discovered understanding that only shared loss could provide. She attended 
meetings faithfully, formed close friendships, and later served as both historian and floral chairman for 
the Rock Island chapter. Family members remembered how her face would brighten whenever she spoke 
about the organization and the women who stood beside one another through unimaginable sorrow.
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 Georgia’s daughter, Geraldine Haskins, who was only eleven years old when her brother Warren was killed in 
Korea, often accompanied her mother to meetings and memorial events. Through those experiences, the family’s 
history of sacrifice and remembrance was passed to another generation. Alongside photographs, medals, military 
documents, and treasured keepsakes, one item became especially meaningful to the family: a small pink flower 
known as the Gold Star Lily. 
 
 According to a story long associated with the flower, a Navy serviceman named George Walker first discovered the 
lily growing during the brutal fighting on Okinawa during World War II. Surrounded by destruction and death, he 
noticed a delicate pink blossom marked by a white cross at its center and golden stamens that resembled a gold 
star. The flower became a symbol of faith, sacrifice, and hope amid unimaginable hardship. Walker later shared 
bulbs from the plant with grieving mothers who had lost sons in war. 
 
 At some point during the late 1950s, Georgia received one of those original bulbs. To her, the lily was far more 
than a flower. It represented Warren’s memory and became a living reminder that his spirit remained close to the 
family he loved. Through the decades, the bulbs were carefully divided, replanted, protected, and passed down 
through generations of the Haskins family. 
 
 The flower itself was modest in appearance. At times it bloomed beautifully with vibrant pink petals and golden 
centers. At other times it appeared fragile, weathered, and nearly lifeless. Still, the family continued tending the 
lilies because of what they represented. They were not simply plants. They were living heirlooms connected to 
memory, sacrifice, and family history.
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 One story surrounding the lily became especially meaningful within the family. After Georgia passed away, 
Geraldine continued caring for the plant. For more than two years, the lily failed to bloom, and eventually she 
believed it had died completely. The pot was set outside to be discarded. Then, on the morning of what would have 
been Georgia Faye Haskins’ birthday, a brilliant blossom unexpectedly appeared. The moment felt impossible to 
ignore. To the family, it seemed like a message of comfort, hope, and remembrance arriving exactly when it was 
needed most. 
 
 Today, the legacy of the Gold Star Lily continues to live on within the Haskins family. Descendants of Georgia 
Faye Haskins still carefully maintain and cultivate the generational bulbs that were passed down from the original 
plant decades ago. The lilies continue to bloom today as a living connection to Warren Franklin Haskins and to the 
sacrifices made by countless American families during times of war. 
 
 Because so few of these original Gold Star Lily bulbs were ever distributed or preserved over the generations, 
the Haskins family believes these lilies may represent one of the last surviving lineages connected to the original 
memorial bulbs shared so many years ago. More than a family keepsake, they stand as a rare and deeply personal 
piece of living American history. 
 
 The story of Georgia Faye Haskins, Private Warren Franklin Haskins, and the Gold Star Lily remains more than 
a family remembrance. It is a testament to devotion, resilience, and the enduring bond between generations. 
Behind every folded flag and engraved headstone is a family that carried the loss forward through time, preserving 
memory in whatever way they could. 
 
 For the Haskins family, remembrance continues to bloom year after year in the petals of the Gold Star Lily, a living 
tribute to a young soldier who never came home and to the mother who never stopped loving him.
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The Cities That Helped Shape America
 
 As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, some of America’s greatest travel destinations continue 
to tell the story of the nation through their streets, architecture, waterfronts, battlefields, and cultural landmarks. 
Long before modern America emerged, these cities helped shape the country’s identity through revolution, trade, 
culture, independence, and resilience. Today, travelers can experience living history in destinations where the 
American story still comes to life every day. 
In Boston, the spirit of the American Revolution remains impossible to ignore. From the Freedom Trail and Boston 
Harbor to historic churches, taverns, and meeting houses, the city preserves the sites and stories that helped spark 
America’s fight for independence. Walking through Boston is like stepping directly into the pages of early American 
history.
 
 Further south, Philadelphia stands as one of the most important cities in the nation’s founding. Independence Hall 
and the Liberty Bell symbolize the birth of the United States, while the city’s colonial streets and historic districts 
continue to celebrate the ideals of freedom and democracy that shaped the nation. 
In Williamsburg, America’s colonial past has been carefully preserved through one of the country’s most immersive 
living-history destinations. Historic buildings, costumed interpreters, and restored streets allow visitors to 
experience daily life as it existed before and during the Revolutionary War era. Williamsburg remains a centerpiece 
of early American heritage and education. 
Nearby, Washington represents the heart of American government and leadership. The nation’s capital is home to 
world-famous monuments, memorials, museums, and institutions that honor the country’s past while shaping its 
future. From the U.S. Capitol to the National Mall, Washington, D.C. reflects the ideals, sacrifices, and progress of 
the American people.
 
 Along the southern coast, Charleston and Savannah showcase the elegance and endurance of the Old South. Both 
cities are known for their preserved historic districts, waterfront charm, centuries-old homes, and deep cultural 
roots. Their ports played important roles in commerce and military history, while today they remain among the 
most visually captivating destinations in the country.
 
 Further south in St. Augustine, travelers can explore the oldest continuously inhabited European-established city 
in the continental United States. Founded in 1565, St. Augustine preserves Spanish colonial architecture, historic 
forts, and coastal landmarks that predate the founding of America itself. 
In the heart of Texas, San Antonio tells another powerful chapter of the American story. The Alamo stands as one 
of the country’s most recognized symbols of courage and independence, while the city’s Spanish missions and 
vibrant River Walk celebrate the blending of cultures that helped shape the American Southwest. 
Along the Gulf Coast, New Orleans reflects the rich cultural diversity that defines the United States. Influenced by 
French, Spanish, African, and Caribbean traditions, the city became a center for trade, music, cuisine, and creativity. 
From the historic French Quarter to the birthplace of jazz, New Orleans continues to embody the spirit of American 
culture and resilience.
 
 Together, these cities represent more than historic destinations. They are living reminders of the people, cultures, 
struggles, and triumphs that shaped the United States over generations. As travelers explore these remarkable 
places during America’s 250th anniversary celebration, they experience not only the nation’s history, but also the 
enduring spirit that continues to define America today.
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Boston, Massachusetts 
 
 Few cities capture the spirit of early America like Boston. Founded in 1630, it played a central role in the events 
leading up to the American Revolution. 
 
 Visitors can follow the Freedom Trail, a path that connects key historic sites including meeting houses, churches, 
and burial grounds. Locations such as Faneuil Hall and the Old North Church serve as powerful reminders of the 
city’s role in shaping the nation. 
 
 Boston blends history with modern culture, offering a walkable experience where past and present exist side by 
side. 
 

 
 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
 Philadelphia stands at the heart of American independence. It is where the Declaration of Independence was 
signed and where the Constitution was debated and adopted. 
 
 Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell remain among the most recognized symbols of American freedom. The 
surrounding historic district offers a rich collection of preserved buildings and landmarks. 
 
 Philadelphia’s importance goes beyond its role in founding documents. It represents the ideals and principles that 
continue to define the country.
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Charleston, South Carolina 
 
 Charleston offers a different perspective on American history, one rooted in colonial beginnings and shaped by 
both prosperity and hardship. 
 
 Known for its well-preserved architecture and historic streets, the city provides a glimpse into life in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. Its waterfront, historic homes, and churches reflect a deep connection to its past. 
 Charleston also tells important stories about the complexities of American history, including the experiences of 
those who lived and worked there across generations. 
 

 
 

Savannah, Georgia 
 
 Savannah is known for its unique layout, featuring a series of public squares that have remained largely unchanged 
since the city’s founding in 1733. 
 The city’s historic district is one of the largest in the country, filled with tree-lined streets, historic homes, and 
preserved public spaces. Walking through Savannah offers a sense of continuity, where the past feels close and 
present. 
Its blend of beauty, history, and thoughtful design makes it one of the most distinctive historic cities in the United 
States. 
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St. Augustine, Florida 
 
 Founded in 1565, St. Augustine is the oldest continuously inhabited European-established settlement in the 
United States. 
 Its historic district features narrow streets, centuries-old buildings, and landmarks such as the Castillo de San 
Marcos. The city reflects a blend of Spanish, colonial, and American influences. 
 St. Augustine offers visitors a rare opportunity to experience history that predates the founding of the United 
States, providing important context for the nation’s development. 
 

 
 

Williamsburg, Virginia 
 
 Williamsburg is a cornerstone of early American history. As part of the Historic Triangle along with Jamestown 
and Yorktown, it played a key role in the colonial and revolutionary periods. 
 Colonial Williamsburg serves as a living history museum where restored buildings and reenactments bring the 
eighteenth century to life. Visitors can explore government buildings, homes, and shops while learning about daily 
life during that time. 
 The area offers an immersive experience that connects visitors directly to the nation’s origins.
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New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
 New Orleans stands apart with its rich cultural heritage and unique blend of influences. Founded in 1718, the city reflects 
French, Spanish, African, and American traditions. The French Quarter is the heart of the city’s historic identity, with its 
architecture, music, and vibrant atmosphere. Beyond its cultural significance, New Orleans also played an important role 
in trade and expansion. 
 Its history is complex and layered, offering visitors a deeper understanding of how different cultures have shaped the 
American experience. 
 

 
 

San Antonio, Texas 
 
 San Antonio tells a powerful story of conflict, resilience, and identity. The Alamo stands as one of the most recognized 
historic sites in the country. 
 The city’s missions, now recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, provide insight into early settlement and cultural 
exchange in the region. The River Walk adds a modern dimension while still connecting to the city’s past. 
 San Antonio represents a blend of history and living culture that continues to define the region.
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Washington, D.C. 
 
 As the nation’s capital, Washington, D.C. brings together history, government, and national identity in one 
place. 
Monuments, memorials, and museums line the National Mall, telling the story of the country through its 
leaders, challenges, and achievements. From the Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial, each landmark represents a 
piece of the American story. 
The city offers a comprehensive view of the nation’s past and present, making it an essential destination for 
understanding the United States. 
 
 Historic cities across the United States do more than preserve the past. They bring it to life in ways that are 
meaningful, accessible, and relevant. As the country approaches its 250th anniversary, these destinations offer 
a chance to reflect on where the nation began and how it has evolved. 
 
 Each city tells its own story, yet together they form a larger narrative. It is a story of ambition, struggle, growth, 
and resilience. 
For travelers, exploring these places is not just about looking back. It is about gaining a deeper appreciation for 
the journey that continues today.
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Route 66 100th Anniversary 
 
Few roadways capture the spirit of American travel 
quite like Route 66, and as it reaches its 100th 
anniversary, the iconic highway remains a symbol of 
freedom, adventure, and discovery. Stretching across 
the heart of the country, Route 66 connects travelers 
to classic roadside attractions, historic towns, and 
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Route 66: The Road That Built the American Journey 

 

 

 

 From its beginnings in the early days of the automobile to its lasting legacy today, 

Route 66 remains one of the most iconic highways in American history. 

 

 

 Few roads in the world carry the weight of history, culture, and imagination quite 

like Route 66. Often called the Main Street of America, this legendary highway 

stretches across the heart of the country, connecting cities, small towns, and 

generations of travelers who have all shared the same sense of movement and 

possibility. 

 

 Established in 1926, Route 66 was one of the original highways in the United 

States Highway System. It ran from Chicago, Illinois, to Santa Monica, California, 

covering more than 2,400 miles. At a time when long-distance travel was still 

evolving, the road offered a direct path through the Midwest, across the plains, 

and into the deserts of the Southwest. 

 

 What began as a practical transportation route quickly became something much 

more. Route 66 turned into a symbol of freedom, opportunity, and the spirit of 

the open road.
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The Birth of a Highway 

 

 In the early twentieth century, America was changing rapidly. 

Automobiles were becoming more accessible, and people were 

beginning to travel farther than ever before. However, road systems 

were inconsistent, often unpaved, and difficult to navigate. 

 

 Route 66 helped change that. Designed as a continuous roadway 

linking rural and urban areas, it created a reliable path for both 

commercial transport and personal travel. It connected major cities 

while also passing through countless small towns, giving those 

communities new opportunities for growth. 

 

 Gas stations, diners, motels, and roadside attractions began to appear 

along the route. These businesses catered to travelers and became 

part of the road’s identity. The highway was not just a way to get 

somewhere. It became a destination in itself. 

 

 

 

The Road of Opportunity 

 

 During the 1930s, Route 66 took on an even deeper meaning. As the 

Great Depression and Dust Bowl forced families to leave their homes 

in search of work, the highway became a path westward. Thousands 

of people traveled along Route 66 toward California, hoping for a fresh 

start. 

 

 The road became known as the Mother Road, a term that reflected 

both its importance and its emotional significance. It represented 

survival, movement, and the belief that something better could be 

found beyond the horizon. 

 

 Writers, photographers, and musicians captured this era, helping 

to shape the mythology of Route 66. The road was no longer just a 

highway. It had become part of the American story.

41



 
 
The Golden Age of Travel 
 
 Following World War II, Route 66 entered what many 
consider its golden age. As the economy grew and car 
ownership increased, families began taking road trips for 
leisure. Route 66 became one of the most popular ways to 
explore the country. 
 
 This was the era of classic Americana. Neon signs lit 
up the night. Motels offered convenience and comfort. 
Diners served travelers around the clock. Unique roadside 
attractions drew attention with bold designs and creative 
ideas. 
 
 Each stretch of the road offered something different. 
Travelers could experience the architecture of the Midwest, 
the wide-open landscapes of the plains, the red rock deserts 
of the Southwest, and the coastal beauty of California, all on 
a single journey. 
 
 Route 66 was more than a road. It was an experience that 
captured the imagination of anyone who traveled it. 
 
 
 
Change and Decline 
 
 By the 1950s and 1960s, a new system of highways began 
to take shape across the United States. The Interstate 
Highway System introduced faster, more direct routes that 
bypassed many of the towns along Route 66. 
 
 While these new roads improved travel efficiency, they also 
led to the decline of Route 66. Businesses that depended on 
passing traffic began to struggle. Sections of the road were 
replaced or abandoned. 
 
 In 1985, Route 66 was officially removed from the United 
States Highway System. For many, it marked the end of an 
era. However, the story did not end there.
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A Lasting Legacy 
 
 In the years that followed, interest in Route 66 began to 
grow again. Travelers, historians, and local communities 
recognized the cultural value of the road and worked to 
preserve its history. 
 
 Today, Route 66 lives on as a historic route, with many 
sections still drivable. Vintage motels have been restored. 
Classic diners continue to serve guests. Museums and 
landmarks celebrate the stories of those who traveled the 
road. 
 
 The highway has also gained international recognition. 
Visitors from around the world come to experience Route 
66 and explore its connection to American culture. 
 
 

 
 Route 66 represents something timeless. It is not just 
about the past. It is about the idea of the journey itself. 
 
 It reminds us that travel is not always about the fastest 
route. Sometimes, it is about the road that offers the most 
meaning. 
 
 From Chicago to Santa Monica, Route 66 continues to 
inspire those who seek adventure, history, and a deeper 
connection to the places they visit. 
 

 
 
 The road may have changed, but the spirit of Route 66 
continues to guide travelers forward.

43





OKLAHOMA ROUTE 66

oklahomaroute66.com

PROMOTE PRESERVE EDUCATE

Since 1989, the Oklahoma Route 66 Association has been
serving the state’s 400+ miles of the Mother Road. Our
volunteer-led organization is dedicated to preserving the
road’s history while preparing it for the next generation of
travelers. Get involved and add your story to 100 years of
American history!



Kingman & Hackberry, Arizona

 

Where the Spirit of Route 66 Still Lives 

 There are places along Route 66 where travelers can still feel the heartbeat of America’s most legendary highway. Places where vintage neon signs glow 

against desert sunsets, classic cars line historic streets, and old roadside stops continue welcoming travelers just as they did decades ago. 

Kingman and nearby Hackberry, Arizona represent one of the most authentic stretches of the Mother Road remaining anywhere in the country. Together, these 

destinations preserve the atmosphere, freedom, and nostalgia that made Route 66 an American icon. 

For travelers exploring the Southwest during the summer months, few Route 66 experiences feel more complete than cruising through the Arizona desert 

between Kingman and Hackberry.

 

 

The Desert Gateway to Route 66 Adventure 

 Located in northwestern Arizona, Kingman has long served as one of the most important stops along historic Route 66. Surrounded by rugged desert 

landscapes and distant mountain ranges, the town became a natural stopping point for travelers heading west toward California during the golden age of 

American road trips.Today, Kingman proudly embraces its Route 66 identity. Historic storefronts, classic diners, vintage signage, murals, and restored motels 

continue to line portions of the old highway, creating an atmosphere that feels both nostalgic and alive. Unlike heavily commercialized tourist destinations, 

Kingman still feels authentic. Travelers are encouraged to slow down, walk historic streets, explore local businesses, and experience the road culture that once 

defined cross-country travel in America.. The Historic Route 66 Museum remains one of the area’s most popular attractions, featuring exhibits that showcase 

vintage road travel, classic automobiles, roadside history, and the communities that flourished during the height of Route 66. Visitors can step back into a time 

when families loaded station wagons, unfolded paper maps, and headed west in search of adventure. 

 

Cruising Through the Arizona Desert 

 One of the greatest experiences in the region is simply driving the historic highway itself. Wide-open desert scenery, mountain backdrops, winding roads, and 

endless skies create the kind of cinematic Southwest landscapes travelers imagine when picturing Route 66. 

 The stretch between Kingman and Hackberry is especially memorable. As modern traffic fades away, the road begins to feel quieter, slower, and more 

connected to the past. Desert valleys stretch toward distant mountains while old roadside signs and weathered structures occasionally appear along the 

highway. Summer sunsets transform the landscape with glowing shades of orange, red, and gold across the desert floor. Early mornings bring cooler 

temperatures and long shadows stretching across the open road, making this one of the most scenic drives anywhere along Route 66.
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Hackberry General Store 

A Living Piece of Route 66 History 

 Roughly 25 miles northeast of Kingman sits one of the most iconic roadside stops on the entire Mother Road: Hackberry General Store. 

What began as a small gas station and roadside store in the 1930s has become one of the most photographed and beloved Route 66 destinations in America. 

The moment travelers arrive, they are surrounded by classic Americana. Vintage gas pumps stand outside beside rusted old trucks and retro automobiles. 

Weathered Route 66 signs cover nearly every surface. Inside, travelers discover walls filled with nostalgic memorabilia, historic photographs, license plates, old 

advertisements, neon signs, and souvenirs celebrating the spirit of the open road. 

 

Hackberry feels less like a tourist attraction and more like stepping into a preserved chapter of Route 66 history. 

 The surrounding desert scenery only adds to the atmosphere. Mountains rise in the distance while the old highway cuts quietly through the Arizona landscape, 

creating a setting that feels timeless and unmistakably American. 

For photographers, road trippers, and classic car enthusiasts, Hackberry General Store has become a bucket-list destination. Every corner offers another perfect 

Route 66 photo opportunity. Vintage Americana Around Every Corner. 

Part of what makes Kingman and Hackberry so special is their ability to preserve the imperfect charm that originally made Route 66 legendary. Travelers do not 

come here searching for polished luxury. They come searching for authenticity. Classic diners still serve burgers, fries, milkshakes, and comfort food beneath 

retro signs and old-fashioned decor. Restored motels glow beneath vintage neon at night. Antique stores, souvenir shops, and roadside attractions celebrate 

the golden era of American highway travel. Classic cars and motorcycles are common sights throughout the summer months, especially during Route 66 events 

and gatherings that attract enthusiasts from around the world. The road culture remains deeply connected to the area, keeping the spirit of the Mother Road 

alive for new generations of travelers. 

 

More Than a Stop Along the Highway 

 While Route 66 remains the main attraction, the region also serves as a gateway to some of the Southwest’s most remarkable scenery and destinations. 

Travelers can explore nearby mountain roads, desert trails, historic mining towns, and scenic overlooks while still enjoying the slower pace of Kingman and 

Hackberry. The nearby drive toward Oatman, Arizona is another unforgettable experience, with winding mountain roads, dramatic desert views, and historic 

roadside character that perfectly complements the Route 66 adventure. For many travelers, this portion of Arizona becomes one of the highlights of their entire 

Route 66 journey because it still captures the emotion and freedom associated with the open road. 

The Mother Road Lives On 

 More than a century after Route 66 first began shaping American travel culture, places like Kingman and Hackberry continue preserving the spirit that made 

the highway legendary. The road still invites travelers to slow down, take the scenic route, stop at roadside diners, photograph old neon signs, and rediscover 

the excitement of exploring America one small town at a time. For summer travelers searching for authentic Americana, unforgettable desert scenery, vintage 

roadside charm, and the true spirit of Route 66, few destinations capture it better than Kingman and Hackberry, Arizona. Along this stretch of highway, the 

Mother Road is not simply remembered. It is still very much alive.
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Pontiac, Illinois 
A Timeless Stop Along America’s Mother Road 
 
 Along the legendary stretch of historic Route 66, few communities capture the spirit of the Mother Road quite like 
Pontiac. Located in the heart of central Illinois, Pontiac has become one of the most celebrated and welcoming 
Route 66 destinations in the country, blending small-town hospitality with rich roadside history, vintage Americana, 
and unforgettable attractions that continue to draw travelers from around the world. 
 
 For generations, Route 66 has symbolized freedom, adventure, and the open road, and Pontiac proudly embraces 
that legacy. Visitors arriving in town quickly discover a destination filled with colorful murals, classic cars, restored 
landmarks, and museums dedicated to preserving the history of America’s most famous highway. The city has 
transformed itself into a must-visit stop for road trippers exploring the iconic route from Chicago to Santa Monica. 
 
 One of Pontiac’s most recognized attractions is the Route 66 Hall of Fame and Museum, where travelers can 
explore exhibits celebrating the people, places, and stories that shaped the Mother Road over the decades. 
Vintage signs, nostalgic memorabilia, photographs, and historic displays help bring the golden age of American 

 Throughout downtown Pontiac, more than two dozen large-scale murals create an outdoor gallery 
that reflects the city’s history, patriotism, and connection to Route 66 culture. Walking through the 
historic downtown district offers visitors the opportunity to experience locally owned shops, welcoming 
restaurants, and beautifully preserved architecture that adds to the city’s timeless atmosphere. 

 Pontiac’s appeal extends beyond nostalgia. The community continues to celebrate Route 66 through 
festivals, cruise events, car shows, and tourism experiences that keep the spirit of the open road alive 
for new generations. Travelers from across the United States and around the world visit Pontiac not 
only for its history, but also for the authentic small-town charm that defines the Route 66 experience. 

 As America prepares to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Route 66, Pontiac stands as a shining example of a 
community that has embraced and preserved one of the nation’s most treasured travel corridors. For those seeking 
classic Americana, rich history, and a true connection to the spirit of the Mother Road, Pontiac, Illinois remains an 
unforgettable stop along the journey.
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DON’T JUST 
DRIVE THE ROUTE. 

EXPERIENCE IT.
# P L A Y I N P O N T I A C

www.VisitPontiac.org
DowntownPontiacIL.com

815-844-5847Scan Me



 
Explore the Carolinas 
 
From coastal shores and charming beach towns to 
mountain escapes and vibrant small cities, the Carolinas 
offer a diverse and inviting travel experience that 
continues to attract visitors year-round. Rich in culture, 
natural beauty, and Southern hospitality, this region 
blends scenic landscapes with unique local character. This 
feature highlights destinations across North and South 
Carolina that deliver memorable experiences and makes 
the Carolinas a standout choice for travelers seeking both 
relaxation and discovery.
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THE CAROLINAS COME ALIVE 
Summer Festivals and Events Across North and South 
Carolina 
 
 Summer in the Carolinas is more than a season. It becomes a 
celebration stretching from the Blue Ridge Mountains to the 
Atlantic coastline. Throughout June, July, and August, North and 
South Carolina fill their calendars with music festivals, waterfront 
celebrations, food events, heritage gatherings, and hometown 
traditions that bring visitors from across the country. 
 
 For travelers planning a summer road trip, few regions offer the 
same variety of experiences packed into one destination. Visitors 
can spend the morning exploring mountain towns filled with 
bluegrass music and handmade crafts before ending the evening 
beside the ocean listening to live concerts under the stars. Across 
both states, summer festivals create the perfect opportunity to 
experience the culture, hospitality, and energy that define the 
Carolinas. 
 
 North Carolina’s summer festival season begins in the 
mountains, where cooler temperatures and scenic landscapes 
provide the backdrop for some of the region’s most beloved 
annual events. In Boone, the Appalachian Summer Festival 
returns each July, bringing live music, dance, theater, and visual 
arts performances to the High Country. The festival has become 
one of the state’s premier summer arts events and attracts 
visitors looking to combine mountain scenery with cultural 
experiences. 
 
Nearby in Linville, the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 
take place each July beneath the peaks of Grandfather Mountain. 
The event celebrates Scottish heritage through traditional music, 
athletic competitions, dancing, and cultural demonstrations. 
Thousands gather for the games each year, creating one of the 
most unique summer traditions in the Southeast. 
 
 Asheville continues to stand out as one of North Carolina’s 
most creative summer destinations. The Craft Fair of the 
Southern Highlands showcases handmade Appalachian artwork 
and craftsmanship, while downtown Asheville fills with live music 
performances, outdoor markets, and culinary events throughout 
the season. Visitors can spend the day exploring galleries and 
breweries before attending evening concerts in the city’s lively 
downtown districts.
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 Western North Carolina also welcomes Folkmoot USA 
in Waynesville during the summer months. Known as an 
international folk festival, the event brings performers 
from around the world together to celebrate music, 
dance, and cultural traditions. Colorful performances and 
community gatherings create an atmosphere that blends 
global cultures with mountain hospitality. 
 
 Across central North Carolina, cities and small 
towns host a wide variety of summer food festivals and 
community celebrations. In Lexington, barbecue remains 
one of the state’s defining traditions, and summer events 
throughout the Piedmont region continue celebrating 
North Carolina’s legendary barbecue culture. Food truck 
festivals, craft beer gatherings, and farmers markets also 
become major attractions throughout the summer season. 
 
 Along the coast, North Carolina’s beach communities 
embrace summer with waterfront events and seafood 
celebrations. The North Carolina Blueberry Festival in 
Burgaw, held in June, celebrates the state’s agricultural 
traditions with live music, local vendors, classic car displays, 
and family entertainment. The festival has become one of 
the region’s most anticipated summer events and draws 
visitors from across the Southeast. 
 
Farther east, the Outer Banks and Crystal Coast 
come alive with fishing tournaments, beach music 
concerts, and Fourth of July celebrations. Coastal towns 
host fireworks displays over the water while local seafood 
festivals highlight shrimp, crab, oysters, and fresh catches 
from the Atlantic. Summer evenings along the coast are 
filled with live music drifting from waterfront restaurants, 
marinas, and public gathering spaces. 
 
 The Fourth of July remains one of the biggest celebration 
periods throughout North Carolina. Communities large 
and small host patriotic parades, fireworks displays, 
and outdoor concerts that bring residents and travelers 
together. From mountain towns to beach destinations, 
Independence Day celebrations create a classic American 
summer atmosphere across the state.
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South Carolina delivers a completely different but equally 
memorable summer festival experience. The state’s coastal 
energy, historic towns, and beach destinations create nonstop 
activity throughout the summer months. 
 
 One of the largest summer events in the Carolinas is the 
Carolina Country Music Fest in Myrtle Beach. Held each 
June along the oceanfront, the multi-day event transforms 
the Grand Strand into one of the East Coast’s biggest country 
music celebrations. Major performers, massive stages, and 
beachside energy attract fans from across the country. The 
combination of live music and oceanfront scenery has turned 
the festival into one of South Carolina’s signature summer 
attractions. 
 
 Myrtle Beach remains active throughout the season with 
fireworks shows, boardwalk entertainment, beach concerts, 
and family festivals. Visitors can spend the day enjoying the 
coastline before heading into the evening surrounded by live 
entertainment, restaurants, and nightlife along the Grand 
Strand. 
 
 In Conway, Riverfest brings thousands of visitors to the 
Waccamaw River waterfront each summer. The event features 
live music, food vendors, local crafts, and fireworks while 
showcasing the charm of one of South Carolina’s historic river 
towns. The relaxed atmosphere and scenic setting make it a 
favorite stop for travelers exploring the region. 
 
 Farther south, the Charleston summer event season 
blends history, food, and culture. Throughout the summer 
months, visitors experience outdoor concerts, art shows, 
culinary festivals, and waterfront celebrations across the 
city’s historic districts. Charleston’s nationally recognized food 
scene also takes center stage during seasonal events featuring 
Lowcountry cuisine, fresh seafood, and Southern culinary 
traditions.
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 In Beaufort, the annual Beaufort Water Festival has 
become one of South Carolina’s most celebrated summer 
traditions. Held each July, the festival features concerts, boat 
races, parades, waterfront events, and family activities that 
embrace the city’s connection to the coast. The event brings 
a lively atmosphere to Beaufort’s scenic waterfront while 
celebrating the maritime culture of the Lowcountry. 
 
 Hilton Head Island also remains one of the region’s 
busiest summer destinations. Seasonal festivals and 
live entertainment events fill the island throughout the 
summer months, offering visitors outdoor concerts, art 
showcases, seafood gatherings, and family-friendly activities 
surrounded by beaches and coastal scenery. 
 
 South Carolina’s smaller communities continue to play an 
important role in the summer festival season. Across the 
state, towns host peach festivals, hometown celebrations, 
county fairs, and heritage events that reflect generations of 
Southern tradition. These gatherings often create some of 
the most memorable experiences for travelers looking to 
explore beyond the major tourist destinations. 
 
 One of the defining features of summer in the Carolinas 
is the incredible variety travelers can experience within a 
single trip. Visitors can attend a bluegrass festival in the 
mountains of North Carolina one weekend and spend the 
next along the South Carolina coast enjoying waterfront 
concerts and seafood festivals. Scenic highways connect 
mountain towns, historic downtown districts, beach 
communities, and cultural attractions that each offer their 
own unique atmosphere. 
 
 The Carolinas also continue to stand out because of their 
strong sense of hospitality. Summer festivals throughout 
both states create welcoming environments where visitors 
quickly feel like part of the community. Whether attending 
a large music festival or a small-town celebration, travelers 
are greeted with local flavor, friendly conversations, and a 
relaxed Southern pace that defines the region.
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 As the summer sun sets across the Carolinas, festival 
lights reflect off rivers and harbors, music echoes through 
downtown streets, and families gather beneath warm 
evening skies. These moments help create the unforgettable 
atmosphere that keeps travelers returning year after year. 
 
 From the mountain peaks of western North Carolina to 
the sandy beaches of South Carolina’s coastline, summer 
festivals and events showcase the very best of the region. 
Music, food, culture, history, and community all come 
together to create a season filled with celebration and 
discovery. 
 
 For travelers searching for authentic summer experiences, 
the Carolinas continue to deliver one of America’s most 
memorable seasonal escapes.
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Raleigh, North Carolina 
Summer Traditions and Downtown Energy in the Heart of the Carolinas 
 
 Raleigh captures the spirit of a Carolina summer with a blend of historic charm, modern downtown culture, outdoor adventure, 
and long-standing traditions that continue to draw travelers from across the country. North Carolina’s capital city offers visitors 
a little bit of everything, from vibrant entertainment districts and scenic parks to local food markets and historic landmarks that 
help tell the story of the region. 
 
 Downtown Raleigh becomes especially lively during the summer months. Fayetteville Street and the surrounding downtown 
districts fill with outdoor dining, rooftop restaurants, live music, festivals, and community events that keep the city buzzing well 
into the evening. Visitors can spend the day exploring museums, breweries, coffee shops, boutiques, and art galleries before 
enjoying concerts and nightlife after sunset. The Warehouse District continues to grow as one of Raleigh’s trendiest areas, 
combining restored historic buildings with modern restaurants, cocktail lounges, and entertainment venues. 
 
 Summer events remain a major part of Raleigh’s identity. Food truck festivals, outdoor movie nights, local concerts, and 
seasonal celebrations take place throughout the city all summer long. Red Hat Amphitheater regularly hosts major touring 
artists and live performances, adding even more energy to the downtown atmosphere. 
 
 One of Raleigh’s most recognized traditions is the North Carolina State Fair. While the famous fair officially arrives in the fall, 
the fairgrounds remain active throughout the summer with festivals, exhibitions, concerts, and public events that bring visitors 
together year-round. The State Fair itself has become an iconic symbol of North Carolina culture, known for its agricultural 
roots, local food traditions, midway rides, live entertainment, and family-friendly atmosphere that generations have enjoyed for 
decades. 
 
 Raleigh also offers travelers the opportunity to slow down and experience the city’s historic side. Yates Mill County Park is home 
to the historic Yates Mill, one of the last remaining water-powered gristmills in the region. Surrounded by walking trails, peaceful 
ponds, and scenic green space, the area provides a quiet escape from the city while offering a glimpse into North Carolina’s 
early history. During the summer, the park becomes a favorite spot for photography, nature walks, picnics, and educational 
programs centered around the mill and its role in the area’s agricultural past.
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 Expedia Cruises in Raleigh
Air, Land & Sea Vacations

 
 

 Every Travel Opportunity * Every Booking Option * Personalized Service

Cruises, all-inclusive resorts, tours, flights, hotels, and more—planned your way, worldwide.
Book in-store, by phone, or online—with a local Experienced Vacation Consultant.
Travel confidently with experts backed by Expedia—the #1 name in travel.

Contact us to plan your next getaway. Overseas, or
closer to home.
(919)-827-0190

8111 Creedmoor Rd Ste. 155
Raleigh, NC 27613

www.expediacruises.com/Raleigh 



Raleigh, North Carolina 
Summer Traditions and Downtown Energy in the Heart of the Carolinas

 Another must-visit stop during the summer season is the State Farmers Market in Raleigh. Filled with fresh North Carolina 
produce, baked goods, handmade products, flowers, and local specialties, the market showcases the agricultural heart of the 
Carolinas. Summer visitors can browse stands overflowing with peaches, tomatoes, sweet corn, berries, and homemade treats 
while enjoying the atmosphere of one of the region’s most popular gathering places. Local restaurants and seafood spots 
surrounding the market make it an ideal stop for travelers looking to experience authentic Carolina flavors. 
 
 History lovers exploring downtown Raleigh will also appreciate the historic Heck-Andrews House, one of the city’s most 
recognizable Victorian-era landmarks. Built during the late 1800s, the beautifully preserved mansion reflects Raleigh’s 
architectural heritage and adds another layer of historic character to the downtown area. Its striking design and historic 
presence continue to make it a favorite location for photography and sightseeing while serving as a reminder of the city’s rich 
past. 
 
 Outdoor recreation continues to play a major role in Raleigh’s summer appeal. William B. Umstead State Park offers miles 
of shaded hiking and biking trails just minutes from downtown, while nearby lakes provide opportunities for kayaking, 
paddleboarding, and fishing during the warmer months. The city’s expanding greenway system makes it easy to explore 
Raleigh’s natural beauty while staying connected to the urban energy of the capital city. 
 
 Families traveling to Raleigh can enjoy attractions like Pullen Park, featuring its historic carousel, train rides, paddle boats, and 
playgrounds, along with Marbles Kids Museum in the heart of downtown. The North Carolina Museum of Art also remains one 
of the city’s standout destinations with its combination of indoor galleries, outdoor sculpture parks, walking trails, and summer 
events. 
 
 What makes Raleigh special is its balance between tradition and growth. The city feels modern and forward-moving while 
still embracing the history, hospitality, and culture that define the Carolinas. From downtown entertainment and outdoor 
adventures to historic landmarks and local markets, Raleigh offers a summer experience that feels authentic, welcoming, and 
distinctly Southern.
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Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
America’s Classic Summer Beach Destination 
 
 Along the beautiful coastline of Myrtle Beach, generations of travelers have discovered one of America’s most recognizable 
summer vacation destinations. Known for its wide sandy beaches, oceanfront attractions, family entertainment, golf courses, 
seafood restaurants, and vibrant boardwalk atmosphere, Myrtle Beach continues to attract millions of visitors every year 
seeking sunshine, relaxation, and unforgettable coastal experiences. 
 
 Part of South Carolina’s famous Grand Strand, Myrtle Beach offers more than sixty miles of shoreline stretching along the 
Atlantic Ocean. What began as a quiet coastal community has grown into one of the country’s most visited beach destinations 
while still maintaining the laid-back charm that made travelers fall in love with the area decades ago. 
 
 The history of Myrtle Beach dates back to the early 1900s when visitors first arrived seeking a peaceful retreat along the 
Carolina coast. The area was once heavily covered with wax myrtle trees, which inspired the city’s name. As roads and railways 
improved access to the region, tourism steadily expanded, transforming Myrtle Beach into a major East Coast vacation hot spot. 
Today, the city blends modern attractions with classic beach-town nostalgia, creating a destination that appeals to travelers of 
all ages. 
 
 Summer in Myrtle Beach revolves around the ocean. Families fill the beaches with umbrellas, surfboards, and beach games 
while visitors enjoy swimming, parasailing, jet skiing, paddle boarding, and dolphin cruises. Early mornings often begin with 
peaceful walks along the shoreline as the sun rises over the Atlantic, while evenings bring colorful sunsets, ocean breezes, and 
live entertainment throughout the city. 
 
 One of Myrtle Beach’s most iconic attractions is the Myrtle Beach Boardwalk and Promenade. Stretching along the oceanfront, 
the boardwalk offers restaurants, arcades, souvenir shops, live music, and family-friendly attractions that create the classic 
American beach vacation atmosphere. The famous SkyWheel provides panoramic views of the coastline from high above the 
beach and has become one of the city’s most recognizable landmarks. 
 
 Beyond the beach itself, Myrtle Beach offers endless entertainment throughout the summer season. Broadway at the Beach 
remains one of the area’s largest entertainment complexes, featuring shopping, restaurants, nightlife, attractions, and family 
activities surrounding scenic lakes and walkways. Visitors can also explore Barefoot Landing, a waterfront destination known for 
local shops, live entertainment, and coastal dining experiences.
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 Golf has long played a major role in Myrtle Beach’s popularity. Often referred to as the “Golf Capital of the World,” the region 
features more than eighty golf courses designed by some of the sport’s most respected names. From championship courses 
overlooking marshlands and coastal scenery to relaxed family-friendly options, golf travelers continue to make Myrtle Beach a 
premier destination year after year. 
 
 The city’s dining scene has also become one of its biggest attractions. Fresh seafood is at the center of many local menus, 
with restaurants serving everything from shrimp and oysters to Low country specialties and fresh Atlantic catches. Waterfront 
dining, beach bars, seafood buffets, and Southern comfort food all contribute to Myrtle Beach’s reputation as a favorite 
destination for casual summer dining. 
 
 Families visiting during the summer will also find countless attractions beyond the shoreline. Miniature golf courses, 
amusement rides, water parks, live theaters, aquarium experiences, fishing charters, and outdoor adventure parks provide 
entertainment for every age group. The area’s family-focused atmosphere has helped Myrtle Beach remain one of America’s 
most popular multi generational vacation destinations. 
 
 Nature lovers can also experience a quieter side of the region by exploring nearby state parks and coastal preserves. Myrtle 
Beach State Park offers fishing piers, walking trails, maritime forests, and peaceful beachfront scenery just minutes from the 
city’s busiest attractions. Huntington Beach State Park, located south of the city, provides wildlife viewing, birdwatching, and 
historic coastal landscapes that showcase the natural beauty of South Carolina’s coastline. 
 
 Throughout the summer months, Myrtle Beach hosts concerts, fireworks displays, festivals, beach events, and live 
performances that keep the city energized from morning until night. Visitors can enjoy outdoor music venues, family events 
along the boardwalk, and seasonal celebrations that capture the excitement of summer along the Carolina coast. 
 
 What continues to make Myrtle Beach special is its ability to offer something for nearly every traveler. Families, couples, 
golfers, beach lovers, road trippers, and weekend vacationers all find their own version of summer along the Grand Strand. 
Some come for the lively attractions and entertainment, while others return year after year simply for the peaceful feeling of 
hearing the waves roll onto shore. 
 
 As travelers search for memorable summer destinations filled with sunshine, entertainment, coastal beauty, and classic 
American vacation traditions, Myrtle Beach continues to stand out as one of the country’s premier seaside escapes. Whether 
visiting for the first time or returning for another summer adventure, Myrtle Beach remains a destination where lasting 
memories are made along the shores of the Atlantic Ocean.
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Flavors of America 

Across the United States, food has become one of the most 
powerful ways to experience a destination, with local flavors 
telling the story of each region’s culture and traditions. 
From small-town restaurants and regional specialties to 
food festivals and culinary hot spots, travelers are seeking 
authentic dining experiences that go beyond the plate. This 
feature showcases destinations where food takes center stage 
and invites readers to explore the tastes, communities, and 
creativity that define America’s culinary landscape.

66



Best Tasting Steak in the USA Award Winner (Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee)
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“2026 Best Tasting Steak 
Award Winner
Gatlinburg, Tennessee USA”

“USDA 
Prime and 
Australian 
Wagyu” Quality · Taste 

· Convenience

“The kind of steak people call you 
about the next morning.”
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 Beef Bootlegger is not a meat company. It’s a standard.

Beef Bootlegger is the premier beef brand built for people who take steak seriously. 
Founded by the legendary Beef Stu, whose mission is to bring the finest steakhouse-
level quality out of restaurants and into homes, celebratory occasions, and private and 
community events that demand the finest. We source only the highest-quality beef - 
happy cows - with no vaccines, no hormones, no antibiotics.
Each cut selected for exceptional marbling, consistency, and performance. Steaks are 
individually cryo-vaccume sealed and flash frozen at peak freshness then delivered 
directly to our clients’ doors. Beef Bootlegger removes the guesswork from buying great 
meat - no shortcuts, no surprises, no hassles.
Quality, Taste, and Convenience.

“Meat You
Brag About”

“They forget the 
wine. They forget 
the flowers. They 
never forget the 
steak”

Order Online
BeefBootlegger.com
Free shipping available 
· Subscribe & Save,
Bulk gifting · Ships
nationwide

Instagram = @beef_bootlegger
Youtube = @beefbootlegger
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AMERICA’S BEST SMALL-TOWN FOOD DESTINATIONS 
Five Flavor-Filled Towns Worth the Journey 

 Some of the best food experiences in America are not found in massive cities lined with celebrity restaurants and 
endless reservations. 

Instead, they are tucked into mountain valleys, coastal fishing villages, historic downtowns, and small communities 
where recipes are passed down through generations and local flavor still defines the dining experience. 

 Across the country, smaller towns are becoming some of America’s most rewarding foodie destinations. Travelers 
are discovering places where barbecue smoke drifts through the air before sunrise, seafood comes directly from 
nearby waters, bakeries still make everything by hand, and locally owned restaurants become gathering places for 
entire communities. 

 What makes these towns stand out is authenticity. The experience feels personal. Visitors are not simply dining 
out. They are experiencing the culture, history, and traditions of the places themselves. 

 From mountain comfort food to Gulf Coast seafood and Southwest flavors, these five destinations prove that 
unforgettable culinary travel experiences can still be found far beyond the nation’s biggest cities.
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Fredericksburg, Texas 
Hill Country Flavor and German Heritage 

 Nestled within the rolling hills of Central Texas, Fredericksburg has quietly grown into one of the country’s most unique small-
town food destinations. 

 Originally founded by German immigrants, the town blends Texas barbecue culture with old-world culinary traditions that 
continue to shape the local dining scene today. 

 Visitors strolling through the historic downtown quickly discover everything from handcrafted sausage shops and smokehouses 
to bakeries, wineries, peach stands, and upscale farm-to-table restaurants. The surrounding Texas Hill Country adds another 
layer to the experience with scenic vineyards, ranch land, and winding back roads filled with roadside food stops. 

 Barbecue remains one of the major culinary attractions in the region. Slow-smoked brisket, house-made sausages, smoked 
turkey, and ribs attract travelers from across the country looking for authentic Texas flavors outside the larger cities. 

 The area has also become known for wineries and tasting rooms, helping transform Fredericksburg into a destination that 
combines food, scenery, and outdoor travel all in one experience. 

 Historic storefronts, outdoor patios, string-lit courtyards, and scenic countryside drives help create an atmosphere that 
encourages visitors to slow down and enjoy the experience one stop at a time. 
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Apalachicola, Florida 
Gulf Seafood and Old Florida Charm 

 Along Florida’s Forgotten Coast, Apalachicola delivers one of the most authentic seafood experiences in the United States. 

 Unlike larger Florida beach destinations dominated by high-rise resorts and chain restaurants, Apalachicola maintains the 
atmosphere of a historic working waterfront town where seafood remains deeply connected to local culture. 

 Fresh oysters helped put the town on the culinary map, but the local food scene extends far beyond shellfish. 
Shrimp, grouper, snapper, blue crab, and Southern coastal recipes fill restaurant menus throughout the historic 
downtown district. 

 The town itself feels relaxed and timeless. Weathered seafood docks, oyster boats, historic brick buildings, and 
waterfront streets create an atmosphere that blends maritime history with laid-back Gulf Coast living. 

 Many restaurants feature outdoor seating beneath oak trees draped with Spanish moss while others overlook the 
Apalachicola River and nearby bay waters. 

 The surrounding region also offers outstanding outdoor recreation including fishing, kayaking, boating, wildlife 
viewing, and nearby beaches along St. George Island. 

 For travelers searching for both scenery and seafood, Apalachicola delivers a true coastal food-town experience 
without the crowds of larger resort destinations.
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Traverse City, Michigan 
Cherries, Wine Country, and Great Lakes Cuisine 

 Located along the shoreline of Lake Michigan, Traverse City has become one of the Midwest’s premier culinary 
destinations. 

 The town is perhaps best known for its cherry orchards, but the food culture extends far beyond fruit stands and 
pie shops. The surrounding region is filled with wineries, craft breweries, farm markets, and restaurants focused on 
seasonal Great Lakes ingredients. 

 The natural setting plays a major role in the experience. Rolling vineyards overlook the water while scenic drives wind 
past orchards, forests, and coastal overlooks throughout northern Michigan. 

 Downtown Traverse City blends waterfront charm with a surprisingly sophisticated dining scene for a town of its size. 
Visitors can spend entire afternoons exploring coffee shops, bakeries, wine tasting rooms, seafood restaurants, and 
locally owned eateries specializing in regional ingredients. 

 Fresh whitefish from the Great Lakes appears on menus throughout the area alongside locally grown produce, artisan 
cheeses, and farm-inspired comfort food. 

 The area becomes especially beautiful during late summer and autumn when orchards and vineyards create vibrant 
seasonal scenery throughout the countryside. 
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Lafayette, Louisiana 
The Heart of Cajun Country 

 Few places in America celebrate food culture as passionately as Lafayette. 

 Located in the heart of Louisiana’s Cajun Country, the city has become nationally recognized for preserving generations of 
regional cooking traditions rooted in French, Creole, African, and Southern influences. 

 The food here feels deeply connected to family and heritage. Recipes are often passed through generations while music, 
storytelling, and hospitality remain central to the dining experience itself. 

 Travelers quickly encounter dishes like gumbo, crawfish étouffée, boudin, jambalaya, cracklins, and crawfish boils 
served in restaurants ranging from roadside diners to lively local gathering spots filled with live Cajun music. 

 Unlike larger tourist-heavy destinations, Lafayette maintains an atmosphere that feels authentic and community-
driven. Visitors often discover small local restaurants where recipes remain unchanged for decades. 

 Food festivals and local celebrations take place throughout the year, helping make Lafayette one of the South’s 
most vibrant cultural destinations. 

 The surrounding bayous, wetlands, and moss-covered landscapes create a setting that feels completely unique to 
southern Louisiana.
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Bisbee, Arizona 
Southwest Flavor in the Mountains 

 Hidden within the mountains of southeastern Arizona, Bisbee offers one of the most unexpected food scenes in the American 
Southwest. 

 Originally built as a mining town, Bisbee has evolved into a colorful destination filled with historic buildings, hillside streets, art 
galleries, local cafés, and independently owned restaurants that give the town a creative energy all its own. 

 The culinary scene reflects the region’s Southwest influence with bold flavors, local ingredients, and a blend of Mexican, 
Southwestern, and comfort-food traditions. 

 Visitors can find everything from handcrafted tacos and green chile dishes to artisan bakeries, coffee shops, wine bars, and 
cozy courtyard dining hidden among the historic downtown streets. 

 What makes Bisbee especially memorable is the atmosphere surrounding the food experience. Narrow stairways climb the 
hillsides while vintage architecture, murals, and mountain views create a setting unlike anywhere else in Arizona. 

 The nearby desert landscape also gives travelers opportunities to explore scenic drives, hiking areas, and historic attractions 
throughout Cochise County. 

 Bisbee proves that some of the country’s most memorable culinary destinations are often found in places travelers least 
expect. 

America’s Flavor Beyond the Big Cities 

 Some of America’s greatest travel experiences begin with a meal. 

 In smaller towns across the country, food continues to reflect local history, regional traditions, and the landscapes surrounding 
each destination. These places offer something increasingly rare in modern travel: authenticity. 

 Visitors are not just passing through for dinner. They are discovering waterfront communities shaped by seafood traditions, 
mountain towns inspired by local farms, and historic streets where family recipes still define the local culture. 

 The beauty of culinary travel is that it connects people directly to a destination. Every dish tells part of the story. 

 From Gulf Coast oysters to Texas barbecue and Cajun cooking, these smaller destinations prove that some of the country’s 
most memorable food experiences are often found far away from the nation’s biggest cities.
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Keystone Farmers Market in some form or another has existed here at this location since at least 1978. It sets on the bank of the Brooker Creek at 

the curve where the waterway turns South depositing nutrients and enriching the soil for thousands of years before continuing flowing towards Like Tarpon. The 

purpose of the fruit stand has always been to serve the rural community out here by connecting farmers that are growing stuff with customers and connecting people 

with local producers. We also have a 6 acre organic farm where we grow fruits and vegetables and is the home to five slightly spoiled fat happy cows.

 Originally in the 1970s the store was selling boiled peanuts, Cold drinks, fruits and vegetables and bait fish. The boiled peanut recipe is still the same, the secret 

ingredient is love and time, we cook them in a giant pot for about three or four days. We also use peppers that we grow in the garden and dehydrate to have year 

around as part of our Cajun flavor. We don’t do the bait fish anymore but we do have a whole lot more than just local fruits and vegetables although that is an area 

that really differentiates Keystone farmers market from the grocery store is that we have so many unique items that you can’t find anywhere else.

 Currently from local producers we have all kinds of things from raw honey, raw goats and cows milk (not for human consumption) and cheeses from some of the best 

dairy’s in Tampa Bay, we also have all sorts of eggs form chickens and quails to ducks and sometimes even emu!. Fresh caught Gulf grouper, snapper and shrimp from 

Pelican Point (next to Rusty Bellies) and Lockhearts Seafood who both run boats and are the 2 main purveyors to our community. We also work heard and endeavor 

to keep our prices fair for instance on the seafood we are the same prices they are at the dock and are mostly offer the convenience of being 20 minuets inland. We 

also offer local grass fed grass finished beef from Providence Cattle Co who are using best practices in many regards to raise some of the best beef possible in the 

State of Florida. We also do whole sale stuff in small ways to help people save money like if you buy 5lb of Providence Cattle ground beef it is only $8.99 per pound. In 

addition there are many local farmers growing things like mushrooms, chef herbs and micro greens, blueberries and strawberries and then there’s always seasonal 

stuff like passion fruit. Over the years we have also began to offer a lot more small batch stuff like Amish jams and jellies, all kinds of tasty snacks, old-fashioned 

sodas, local bakeries making things like cookies and sourdough breads and really anything else that we can find that we think people will enjoy. It’s fair to say that 

everybody who works here has a love of food!

 Out of necessity after being destroyed by the hurricanes we’ve had to rebuild vegetable farm however have taken the opportunity to make it better than ever. We 

utilize a variety of techniques to maximize what we can produce in such a small area while also striving to conserve other scarce resources like water, fertilizer and 

energy. To do this a lot of it is focused on growing the plants vertically by using trellises or sometimes planting things upside down and allowing them to grow from the 

ceiling towards the floor. In addition to producing over 100 pounds a day of the freshest organically grown produce the garden offers Mary had other benefits such 

as interactive tours and educational opportunities. We have found that it’s a great opportunity for kids to be able to see real life examples to help them understand 

concepts around subjects like chemistry, Botany, economics and many other things. Also seeing how food is grown and where it comes from supports healthy habits 

and an appreciation for good food.
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keystonefarmersmarket.com
12615 Tarpon Springs Rd,
Odessa FL 33556
(727) 373-9822
Keystonemarket10@gmail.com
Hours of Operation: Mon-Fri 8-6:30 
and weekends 8-6. 77



Holy Smoked Meats isn’t just a food truck - it’s a high-powered, family-built BBQ operation
with a story rooted in resilience, hustle, and heart. Based in Pennsylvania, we’ve carved out our
place in the festival and event scene by doing one thing exceptionally well: delivering bold,
smokey flavor at a pace that keeps lines moving and guests coming back for more.
Our journey began during one of the most uncertain times - COVID-19. After being laid off, I
found myself with time, uncertainty, and a need to provide. What started as cooking at home
quickly turned into creating and selling homemade meals to family and friends. The response
was immediate and overwhelming. After receiving our first stimulus check, we took a leap and
purchased our very first food trailer - a 16-foot setup - and began serving right in local
neighborhoods. From there, we reinvested everything we could back into the business, growing
step by step into what Holy Smoked Meats is today. I never went back to my previous job - this
became our full-time path forward.
At its core, Holy Smoked Meats is a family operation. It’s run by myself, my wife, and our
children, and that sense of family is built into everything we do - from how we cook to how we
serve our customers. Many of the details that define our brand are deeply personal. Our signature
“Big Mama” is named after my sister-in-law - her nickname - and just like her, it’s bold,
unforgettable, and full of personality. Our largest trailer, a 40-foot mobile kitchen built for high-
volume events, is dedicated to my late father-in-law, who lost his battle to cancer and was one of
our biggest supporters. His belief in what we were building continues to drive us forward every
day.
 What started small has grown into a full-scale mobile kitchen operation capable of serving
hundreds - sometimes thousands - of guests in a single day. With both a 40-foot and 22-foot
trailer, we’re equipped to handle everything from local school events and corporate outings to
major festivals, concerts, and raceways.
At the heart of Holy Smoked Meats is our commitment to flavor and consistency. Our brisket is
smoked low and slow until it’s tender and packed with rich, smoky depth. Our pulled pork is
juicy, perfectly seasoned, and built to shine on its own or piled high on sandwiches and loaded
creations. But we don’t stop at the classics - our menu is designed to stand out.
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 Fan favorites like the “Big Mama” - a loaded smoked mac 
and cheese topped with pulled pork,
jalapeños, salsa, and our signature BBQ sauce - bring 
together comfort and creativity in every
bite. Our “Pit Master Special” delivers a powerhouse combo 
of brisket and pulled pork served
alongside fresh-cut fries. And for those looking for 
something different, our Chicken Wing
Nachos (built without chips) and our stacked sandwiches 
and burgers push BBQ into a whole
new lane.
What truly sets us apart is our ability to perform under 
pressure. Large-scale events demand
speed, efficiency, and reliability - and that’s where we thrive. 
Our setup is designed for high-
volume output, allowing us to serve guests quickly without 
compromising quality. We
understand how important it is to keep lines moving and 
guests satisfied, especially in high-
energy environments.

 We also pride ourselves on flexibility. Whether it’s 
customizing a menu for a corporate event,
operating within a ticketed system, or coordinating logistics 
like power, water, and space
requirements, we work closely with our partners to ensure 
a seamless experience from start to
finish.
 Over the years, Holy Smoked Meats has grown from a 
small neighborhood setup into a
recognized name at festivals, motor sports events, concerts, 
and community gatherings. But no
matter how much we grow, we stay grounded in what got 
us here - family, hard work, and a
passion for great food.
At the end of the day, Holy Smoked Meats is more than just 
BBQ. It’s a story of turning
adversity into opportunity, building something from the 
ground up, and sharing that journey with
every customer we serve. Where there’s a crowd, there’s an 
opportunity - and we’re ready to
bring the smoke.
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Savoring Summer Across America 

Food, Wine, and Festival Traditions Beyond the Ordinary 

 Summer across the United States brings more than sunshine and vacation 

travel. It brings communities together through flavor, music, tradition, and 

celebration. In every corner of the country, food and wine festivals transform 

scenic towns, mountain valleys, waterfront districts, and countryside gathering 

places into unforgettable seasonal experiences. For travelers searching for 

something beyond crowded tourist attractions, these festivals offer a chance to 

discover the character of a destination through its cuisine, local craftsmanship, 

and welcoming atmosphere. 

 From vineyard regions tucked into mountain landscapes to seafood 

celebrations along quiet coastlines and lively gatherings in America’s agricultural 

heartland, summer festival season continues to define some of the country’s 

most memorable travel experiences. 

 In the mountain landscapes of western Colorado, the community of Palisade 

has quietly become one of the nation’s hidden culinary gems. Surrounded by 

orchards, vineyards, and dramatic desert scenery, the area hosts summer wine 

and peach festivals that celebrate local agriculture and small batch wine making. 

Visitors can spend the day exploring vineyard tasting rooms, farm markets, 

and countryside roads lined with fruit orchards before gathering for outdoor 

concerts and sunset dinners beneath the Colorado sky. The atmosphere feels 

relaxed and authentic, offering travelers a slower and more intimate side of 

summer tourism. 

 Along the northern California coastline, Mendocino transforms into a coastal 

retreat filled with artisan food events, wine tastings, and seafood celebrations 

throughout the summer season. Ocean views, rugged cliffs, and cool Pacific 

breezes create the perfect setting for culinary festivals featuring locally caught 

seafood, handcrafted wines, and farm fresh cuisine. Restaurants and wineries 

throughout the region embrace seasonal ingredients, allowing visitors to 

experience flavors deeply connected to the landscape itself. 

 In the Midwest, Door County, Wisconsin welcomes travelers with waterfront 

charm and long standing culinary traditions. Known for its cherry orchards, 

fish boils, and lakeside communities, the peninsula becomes especially 

vibrant during the summer months. Food festivals and local events celebrate 

generations of family recipes and regional specialties while visitors explore 

marinas, scenic shorelines, and small harbor towns. Evening fish boils remain 

one of the area’s most iconic traditions, bringing visitors together around open 

fire cooking demonstrations that have been part of the region’s culture for 

decades.
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Farther south, the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina provide a beautiful 

setting for summer wine trails and mountain food festivals. Rolling hills, cool 

evening temperatures, and scenic overlooks create an atmosphere that feels 

worlds away from busy urban centers. Local vineyards host outdoor tastings 

accompanied by live bluegrass music, artisan vendors, and Southern inspired 

cuisine prepared with locally sourced ingredients. Travelers often discover that 

these smaller mountain festivals offer a warmth and authenticity difficult to find 

at larger commercial events. 

In the Southwest, Santa Fe, New Mexico blends culinary artistry with centuries 

of cultural influence. Summer food festivals throughout the city celebrate 

the bold flavors of the region through chef showcases, open air markets, 

and tasting events inspired by Native American, Hispanic, and Southwestern 

traditions. Red and green chile dishes, handcrafted spirits, and regional wines 

come together beneath adobe architecture and desert sunsets, creating an 

atmosphere unlike anywhere else in the country. 

 New England also comes alive during the summer festival season, particularly 

in coastal Maine communities where seafood remains central to local identity. 

Lobster festivals and harbor celebrations attract travelers seeking authentic 

maritime culture, waterfront dining, and small town charm. Working fishing 

harbors become gathering places filled with music, local artisans, and longtime 

traditions passed through generations. For many visitors, these coastal festivals 

offer a rare glimpse into communities where life still revolves around the sea. 

Out in Washington State’s Yakima Valley, summer wine events continue to 

introduce travelers to one of America’s fastest growing wine regions. Vast 

vineyard landscapes stretch beneath sunny skies while wineries host outdoor 

tastings, vineyard dinners, and seasonal gatherings that highlight the region’s 

agricultural heritage. The valley’s relaxed atmosphere and expanding culinary 

scene have helped establish it as a destination for travelers seeking exceptional 

wine experiences away from more crowded regions. 

What makes summer food and wine festivals so meaningful is not simply the 

meals served or the wines poured. It is the connection travelers feel to the 

places themselves. These events celebrate local identity, family traditions, and 

regional craftsmanship in ways that create lasting memories. Travelers are not 

simply attending festivals. They are experiencing communities through their 

stories, flavors, music, and hospitality. 

Across the country, summer continues to inspire exploration through cuisine 

and culture. Whether discovering coastal seafood traditions, mountain vineyard 

gatherings, countryside harvest celebrations, or vibrant regional cooking, 

travelers are reminded that some of America’s most rewarding destinations are 

found not in major cities, but in the communities where local traditions remain 

proudly alive. 

 As the season unfolds, these festivals invite visitors to slow down, gather 

together, and savor the spirit of summer one unforgettable experience at a 

time.
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Water Adventures USA  Water has a way of bringing travel to life, andacross the country, destinations built around rivers, lakes, springs, and coastlines offer some of the most refreshing experiences of the season. Beyond the well-known hot spots,smaller coastal towns and inland waterways are drawing attention for their charm, accessibility, and variety of activities. This feature showcases water-focused destinationswhere relaxation meets adventure and gives travelers new ways to explore, unwind, and 
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USA LAKES 
Quiet Water, Wide Horizons 

Not every great lake needs a reputation. 

 Some of the most memorable ones are the places that do not immediately show up on a map of well-
known destinations. They exist a little further out, away from heavy traffic and crowded shorelines, offering 
a kind of space that feels earned rather than advertised. 

 Lakes have a natural way of holding stillness. They reflect everything around them without interruption, 
creating a sense of balance between sky and land. When the surface is calm, it becomes almost impossible 
to tell where one ends and the other begins. 

 Arriving at a lesser-known lake feels different. There is less noise, fewer distractions, and more room to 
settle into the environment. The shoreline might be simple, with patches of grass, scattered rocks, or a 
small dock extending into the water. Nothing about it feels staged, and that is exactly the point. 

 Time moves differently in these places. Mornings unfold slowly, with light spreading across the surface in 
gradual shifts. Afternoons bring quiet activity, a kayak drifting by, someone casting a line, the occasional 
ripple from a passing breeze. Even at its most active, the lake holds onto a sense of calm. 

 By evening, everything softens. Reflections deepen, colors fade into muted tones, and the landscape feels 
almost suspended in place. It is the kind of moment that does not demand attention but rewards it. 

 Worth the Trip This Summer: Torch Lake, Michigan 
Known for its striking clarity and bright blue color, Torch Lake offers a peaceful setting that feels far 
removed from busier destinations. It is a place to slow down, spend time on the water, and appreciate the 
simplicity of a quiet shoreline. 
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USA SPRINGS
Ha Ha Tonka Spring, Missouri

Water from Below 

 In certain parts of the country, water rises naturally from deep underground, filtered through layers of limestone 
and rock before reaching the surface. The result is remarkably clear water that feels calm, steady, and untouched 
by time. 
Springs have a different kind of presence than rivers, lakes, or oceans. Their beauty comes from clarity and stillness. 
Sunlight reaches through the water and reveals every detail beneath the surface, from smooth stones and drifting 
leaves to shifting reflections moving across the spring bed. 

 One of the most memorable examples can be found at Ha Ha Tonka Spring in the Missouri Ozarks. Surrounded by 
forested hills, rugged limestone formations, and scenic trails, the spring creates an atmosphere that feels peaceful 
and secluded even during the busy summer season. 
The journey toward the spring becomes part of the experience itself. Wooden walkways and winding paths lead 
visitors through dense Ozark scenery where the sounds of traffic and everyday life slowly disappear. Towering trees 
provide shade overhead while the landscape opens to reveal water glowing in shades of blue and green. 

 The spring flows continuously throughout the year, supplying millions of gallons of cool water each day. During 
the height of summer, the refreshing temperature offers a welcome contrast to the warm Ozark air. The steady 
movement of the water gives the area a calming rhythm that encourages visitors to slow down and simply take in 
the surroundings. 

 Unlike larger tourist destinations built around fast-paced attractions, Ha Ha Tonka Spring is best experienced at a 
quieter pace. Travelers often stop to admire the clarity of the water, photograph the surrounding cliffs, or simply 
enjoy the peaceful atmosphere created by the spring and the surrounding forest. 
The park itself adds even more character to the experience. Nearby trails lead to caves, natural bridges, scenic 
overlooks, and the well-known stone castle ruins that overlook the Lake of the Ozarks region. Together, these 
features create a destination where history and nature exist side by side. 

 In the Ozarks, water has shaped the landscape for centuries. At Ha Ha Tonka Spring, it continues to create one of 
Missouri’s most beautiful natural settings, offering travelers a place where the scenery, the water, and the quiet 
surroundings leave a lasting impression.
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USA RIVERS 
Always in Motion 
 
Rivers never repeat themselves. 
 
 Even when you return to the same stretch, the experience shifts. Water levels change, currents adjust, and the 
landscape responds in subtle ways. It creates a sense of movement that is constant but never predictable. 
 
 Following a river means accepting that change. It is not about controlling the pace, but moving with it. Whether 
drifting through a calm section or navigating stronger currents, there is always an element of awareness that 
keeps you engaged. 
 
 Rivers shape everything around them. They carve through rock, define valleys, and create pathways that stretch 
for miles. Being near one offers a front-row view of that process, where the landscape feels active rather than 
still. 
 
 There are moments when the water slows, opening into smooth sections that reflect the sky and surrounding 
terrain. These stretches offer a break, a chance to take in the environment without urgency. Then the current 
picks up again, reminding you that the journey continues. 
 
 The balance between calm and motion is what makes rivers so compelling. They offer both reflection and energy, 
often within the same experience. 
 
 A Standout Experience: Buffalo National River, Arkansas 
Flowing freely through the Ozark Mountains, the Buffalo National River offers clear water, towering bluffs, and 
a sense of remoteness that is increasingly rare. It is ideal for paddling, floating, or simply following the current 
through a landscape that feels largely untouched.
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USA BEACHES 
Where Everything Opens Up 

Some places feel expansive the moment you arrive. 

 Beaches have a way of doing that. They remove barriers, stretch the horizon, and create a sense of openness 
that is difficult to find inland. The meeting point between land and water becomes a space where everything 
slows and widens at the same time. 

 Not all beaches are the same, and some of the most memorable ones are found outside of the usual spotlight. 
Away from heavily developed coastlines, the experience shifts toward something more natural and less defined. 

 The shoreline may be broader, the crowds lighter, and the surroundings more connected to the environment. 
Wind, water, and terrain shape the experience in ways that feel less controlled and more authentic. 

 Walking along these beaches often becomes the main activity. The steady rhythm of waves creates a backdrop 
that does not change, even as the light shifts and the tide moves in and out. It is simple, but it holds attention. 

 As the day moves toward evening, the atmosphere changes. Colors soften, shadows lengthen, and the 
horizon becomes more pronounced. These are the moments when the beach feels most complete, when the 
environment settles into its natural state. 

 A Coastal Favorite: Cannon Beach, Oregon 
Known for its dramatic coastline and iconic rock formations, Cannon Beach offers a different kind of beach 
experience. The cooler climate, wide shoreline, and natural scenery create a setting that feels both powerful and 
peaceful.
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From Action to Adventure: Redefining Ocean Conservation Through Experience and Innovation

 Based in St. Petersburg, Florida, Water Warrior Alliance is transforming how people engage with ocean 
conservation by turning awareness into action through scalable solutions, immersive experiences, and 
education that extends far beyond the shoreline.

 At the center of this approach is a focus on stopping pollution at its source. While many efforts begin at the 
beach, most marine debris starts inland, traveling through storm water systems before ever reaching open 
water. Water Warrior Alliance addresses this upstream challenge through its Watergoat program, installing 
debris interception systems at storm water outfalls to capture trash before it enters rivers, bays, and the ocean.

But the impact does not stop there.

 Each Watergoat becomes the starting point of a larger system, one that connects environmental action to 
education, creativity, and community involvement. Materials recovered during cleanups are repurposed 
through initiatives like Reel In & Recycle, transforming discarded fishing line into wearable pieces that carry 
a message. Through Artivism programs, debris becomes storytelling, turning pollution into awareness and 
engagement.
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 For youth, the experience is hands-on. Every camp incorporates Watergoat cleanups, allowing 
participants to directly engage in protecting their environment. Programs like Camp Coral expand 
that connection through scuba training and ocean exploration, creating a deeper understanding 
of marine ecosystems and the importance of preservation.

 This commitment to education extends beyond individual programs. Water Warrior Alliance 
serves as the Environmental Education Lead for the St. Petersburg Science Center, helping shape 
the next generation of environmental learning through innovative, science-driven experiences.

Stop trash at the source.
Turn waste into purpose.

Educate the next generation.
Take action beyond your backyard.

From local waterways to global experiences in Bonaire, this is conservation in motion.

JOIN THE WAR ON POLLUTION
Adopt. Sponsor. Travel. Volunteer.

WaterWarriorAlliance.org
St. Petersburg, Florida
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 All efforts are supported by a data-driven approach. Using the EPA’s Escaped Trash Assessment 
Protocol, or ETAP, the organization tracks and analyzes debris to identify pollution sources and 
inform long-term solutions, transforming cleanup into prevention.

 This model now extends beyond local waterways and into global experiences. Through eco-
tourism initiatives, participants can take their impact further by joining immersive trips to Bonaire, 
where exploration meets purpose through scuba diving, sailing, and marine engagement.

35,000+ pounds of trash removed or prevented annually
100,000+ pounds removed in Pinellas County alone
Storm water is a primary source of marine debris

Community-powered, data-driven solutions

DON’T JUST VISIT THE OCEAN. PROTECT IT.

One system. Multiple impacts.
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In a time when both travelers and communities are seeking more meaningful ways to connect with the world, 
Water Warrior Alliance offers a different path, one rooted in action, education, and experience.

 Because protecting our oceans does not start at the shoreline, and it does not end when the cleanup is 
over. It is a mindset, one that travels with you.

“We do not just clean up the ocean. We stop pollution before it ever gets there.”
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Cedar Key Florida - Island Hotel & Restaurant Cedar Key

A Timeless Stay on Florida’s Nature Coast

 Where history, coastal charm, and quiet moments come together in the heart of Cedar Key. 

There are places that feel like they belong to another time. 

Tucked along the quiet streets of Cedar Key, the Island Hotel & Restaurant is one of those rare destinations where the pace slows and the 

experience becomes something more than just a stay. It is not defined by modern conveniences or fast-moving schedules. Instead, it offers 

something that has become increasingly hard to find, a genuine connection to history and place. 

 The building dates back to the mid nineteenth century, originally constructed during a time when Cedar Key served as an important port 

along Florida’s Gulf Coast. Over the years, it evolved along with the town, serving as a gathering place, a center of daily life, and eventually a 

hotel. Through changing ownership, shifting industries, and decades of coastal life, the structure has remained a constant presence. 

Walking through its doors today feels less like checking into a hotel and more like stepping into a story that continues to unfold. The building’s 

character has been carefully preserved, from its sturdy walls to the worn wooden floors that reflect years of use. There are no distractions 

competing for attention. Instead, the focus is on the atmosphere, the details, and the sense of being somewhere that values its past. 

Each of the hotel’s rooms reflects that approach. With a limited number of accommodations, the experience remains personal and intentional. 

Guests will not find constant noise or unnecessary distractions, but rather a quiet environment designed to encourage rest and reflection. The 

simplicity of the setting becomes part of its appeal. 

Beyond the rooms, the shared spaces offer their own kind of experience. Rocking chairs line the upper level, inviting guests to sit and take in 

the surroundings. Balconies overlook the small coastal town below, where life continues at an unhurried pace. These moments, simple as they 

may seem, often become the most memorable. 

Dining at the hotel carries its own sense of tradition. The restaurant has long been known for its focus on fresh seafood and carefully prepared 

dishes that reflect the surrounding waters. Meals here feel connected to the region, shaped by local ingredients and a consistent approach to 

quality. 

 Cedar Key itself plays an important role in shaping the overall experience. Located along Florida’s Nature Coast, the town is known for its 

quiet charm and strong connection to the Gulf. It is a place where local businesses define the atmosphere and where the rhythm of daily life 

remains steady and approachable. 

Staying at the Island Hotel places you at the center of that environment. The waterfront, local shops, and historic sites are all within walking 

distance. Yet even with this accessibility, the town never feels crowded or rushed. It maintains a sense of balance that allows visitors to 

experience both activity and stillness. 

 There is also a deeper layer to the property’s story. Over its long history, the building has served many roles within the community, reflecting 

the changing needs of the town and the people who lived there. These elements add to the sense that the hotel is not just a place to stay, but 

a place that has witnessed the passage of time. 

What makes the Island Hotel stand out is not a single feature or amenity, but the way everything comes together. The building, the setting, the 

history, and the atmosphere all contribute to an experience that feels cohesive and authentic. 

For travelers seeking something beyond the typical coastal getaway, this is a destination that offers depth as well as relaxation. It encourages 

you to slow down, to take in your surroundings, and to appreciate the details that are often overlooked. 

In a time when many places compete for attention through scale and spectacle, the Island Hotel offers a quieter alternative. It does not rely on 

excess. Instead, it invites you to step into a space where history, simplicity, and character remain at the forefront. 
Some places are visited. Others are experienced. The Island Hotel is one that stays with you long after you leave.94





Explore the Outdoors 
 
Across the United States, the call of the 
outdoors continues to inspire travelers 
seeking fresh air, open space, and 
unforgettable scenery. From mountain 
trails and scenic overlooks to quiet 
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Wings Across America 
Five Incredible Bird Watching Destinations for Summer Adventures 

 

Across the United States, more travelers are discovering that some of the most rewarding summer adventures happen far from crowded attractions and busy 

city streets. Bird watching combines scenic travel, outdoor recreation, photography, hiking, and wildlife encounters into one peaceful experience that encourages 

visitors to slow down and truly connect with nature. 

From coastal marshes and barrier islands to freshwater wetlands and quiet estuaries, America is filled with smaller destinations where colorful birds, soaring 

raptors, and graceful shorebirds create unforgettable moments for outdoor travelers. These destinations are ideal additions to our Explore the Outdoors section 

and offer excellent opportunities for summer road trips, weekend escapes, and nature-focused adventures. 

 

 

Cape May, New Jersey 

 

At the southern tip of New Jersey, Cape May has become one of America’s most celebrated bird watching destinations. Coastal dunes, salt marshes, beaches, and 

forested areas create the perfect environment for both migratory and year-round species. 

 

Summer visitors commonly spot osprey diving toward the water, great blue herons wading through marshes, snowy egrets gliding over wetlands, and black 

skimmers skimming low across the shoreline at sunset. Bird enthusiasts also search for piping plovers, laughing gulls, royal terns, brown pelicans, and red knots 

along the beaches and tidal flats. 

 

Cape May’s location along the Atlantic Flyway makes it especially active for bird movement throughout the season. Early mornings bring some of the best viewing 

opportunities, with songbirds filling coastal trees and marsh birds becoming active as the sun rises. 

 

Beyond bird watching, Cape May offers classic seaside charm with Victorian architecture, waterfront dining, boutique shopping, and scenic sunset cruises. The 

combination of coastal scenery and wildlife creates a relaxing outdoor destination that feels both timeless and adventurous. 
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Dauphin Island, Alabama 

Known as one of the Gulf Coast’s hidden treasures, Dauphin Island delivers an entirely different pace from larger beach destinations. Quiet shorelines, maritime 

forests, and protected wetlands make this small Alabama island an incredible place for bird watching during the summer months. 

Visitors often encounter brown pelicans soaring above the Gulf, reddish egrets stalking shallow waters, white ibis feeding along marsh edges, and osprey circling 

overhead searching for fish. Other commonly spotted species include great egrets, least terns, sandpipers, black-necked stilts, yellow-crowned night herons, and 

American oystercatchers. 

The island’s peaceful nature trails and bird sanctuaries create ideal conditions for photographers and outdoor explorers. Morning walks often reveal flocks 

gathering along quiet beaches while marshlands come alive with movement and sound. 

Dauphin Island also offers fresh Gulf seafood, fishing charters, quiet beaches, and scenic coastal drives that perfectly complement a summer outdoor getaway.

Port Aransas, Texas 

Located along the Texas Gulf Coast, Port Aransas combines beach-town energy with some of the best coastal bird watching in 
the South. Wetlands, estuaries, tidal flats, and nearby preserves attract a wide variety of bird species throughout the summer 
season. 

Among the area’s most recognizable birds are the striking roseate spoonbill with its bright pink coloring, along with reddish 
egrets, snowy plovers, black skimmers, tri-colored herons, and magnificent frigatebirds soaring high above the shoreline. Bird 
watchers also search for pelicans, gulls, terns, sandpipers, and clapper rails hidden among marsh grasses. 

The Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center remains one of the destination’s top outdoor attractions, offering elevated boardwalks 
and observation platforms overlooking wetlands filled with bird activity. 

Port Aransas blends wildlife experiences with beach relaxation, waterfront restaurants, fishing excursions, and warm summer 
sunsets, making it ideal for travelers wanting both adventure and laid-back coastal charm.
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Chincoteague, Virginia 
 
Along Virginia’s Eastern Shore, Chincoteague offers one of the East Coast’s most peaceful wildlife destinations. 
Famous for its wild ponies, the island is equally remarkable for its thriving bird populations and scenic marsh 
landscapes. 
 
Summer visitors frequently spot snowy egrets, glossy ibis, great blue herons, osprey, and black-crowned night 
herons throughout the surrounding wildlife refuges and coastal waterways. Bald eagles are occasionally seen 
soaring above marshes, while sandpipers and willets gather along the shoreline. 
 
The calm atmosphere of Chincoteague makes bird watching feel especially immersive. Kayaking through marsh 
channels, biking along refuge trails, and exploring quiet observation areas allow visitors to experience wildlife 
without large crowds or distractions. 
 
The island’s small-town character, seafood restaurants, and peaceful coastal scenery make it one of the most 
relaxing outdoor destinations in the Mid-Atlantic region.

Horicon Marsh, Wisconsin 
 
Deep in the Wisconsin countryside lies Horicon Marsh, one of the largest freshwater marshes in the United States 
and a dream destination for bird enthusiasts. Wide-open wetlands, calm waterways, and protected habitats create 
an ideal environment for hundreds of bird species during the summer. 
 
Visitors regularly encounter sandhill cranes, trumpeter swans, great egrets, red-winged blackbirds, blue-winged teal, 
northern harriers, and American white pelicans across the marsh. Bald eagles often soar overhead, while marsh 
wrens and sora rails can sometimes be heard hidden among reeds and cattails. 
 
Observation towers, scenic auto routes, canoe launches, and hiking trails make it easy for travelers to explore the 
area at their own pace. Sunrise and sunset often provide the most dramatic views, with birds moving across glowing 
wetlands under colorful summer skies. 
 
Nearby small towns add to the experience with local diners, cozy lodging, antique shops, and classic Midwest 
hospitality that perfectly fit a slower style of summer travel.
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A Different Way to Explore Summer 
 
Bird watching offers travelers something increasingly rare: quiet moments, natural beauty, and a genuine 
connection to the outdoors. Instead of rushing through crowded attractions, these destinations encourage 
visitors to slow down and notice the details around them, from the sound of wings overhead to the sight of 
herons standing motionless in shallow water. 
 
Whether it is spotting roseate spoonbills along the Texas coast, watching bald eagles soar above Wisconsin 
marshes, or listening to songbirds echo through coastal forests in Virginia, bird watching creates memories that 
stay with travelers long after summer ends. 
 
For outdoor enthusiasts looking to experience America from a different perspective, these smaller destinations 
prove that some of the country’s greatest adventures are found not in busy cities, but in quiet places where 
nature still takes center stage.
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Decatur Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

Explore the Outdoors in Macon County

 Macon County is home to a wide range of outdoor experiences 
that make it easy to slow down, explore, and enjoy the beauty of 
Central Illinois. From scenic lake views and wooded trails to prairie 
landscapes and community parks, visitors will find opportunities for 
adventure and relaxation in every season. Whether you are planning 
a weekend getaway, an afternoon on the water, or a peaceful walk 
through nature, Macon County offers something for everyone.
One of the area’s most recognizable outdoor destinations is Lake 
Decatur. With more than 30 miles of shoreline, public parks, boat 
access, waterfront recreation, and an outdoor amphitheater for 
enjoying live shows, the lake serves as a gathering place for both 
visitors and residents throughout the year. Boating, kayaking, fishing, 
walking trails, and lakeside sunsets all help make Lake Decatur a 
favorite destination in the community. Nearby parks and public 
spaces provide easy access to enjoy the scenery and spend time 
outdoors.
 Outdoor experiences extend throughout Macon County in many 
forms, from parks and trails to community events and entertainment 
held in open-air settings. Farmers markets, outdoor festivals, live 
music, sports events, and seasonal celebrations all contribute to 
a vibrant atmosphere where the outdoors is part of everyday life. 
Across the county’s communities, visitors will find open green spaces, 
playgrounds, sports facilities, picnic areas, and gathering places that 
bring people together in a variety of ways.
 The county’s trail system also connects much of the region’s outdoor 
experience. Paved and natural trails weave through neighborhoods, 
parks, prairies, and wooded areas, creating opportunities for biking, 
jogging, walking, and exploring Central Illinois landscapes at an easy 
pace. These routes offer changing scenery throughout the year, from 
spring wildflowers and summer greenery to vibrant fall colors and 
quiet winter views.
 Lake Decatur, local ponds, and the Sangamon River provide 
additional opportunities for water-based recreation, including 
fishing, kayaking, and canoeing throughout the year.
One of the county’s standout conservation experiences is the Rock 
Springs area, where trails, natural habitats, and educational spaces 
come together to showcase the region’s prairie, woodland, and 
river landscapes. It reflects the broader commitment across Macon 
County to preserve and share the natural beauty of Central Illinois.
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In Macon County, the outdoors is more than recreation. It is part of 
the community’s identity. While outdoor activities are part of the 
experience, the region is also defined by its connection to nature, 
open spaces, and the simple enjoyment of time spent outside. 
From morning walks along the lake to afternoons exploring 
trails, parks, and conservation areas, visitors can experience the 
moments that make Central Illinois special.
Families and visitors can also enjoy educational and recreational 
opportunities throughout the area. Across Macon County, 
parks and public spaces continue to provide accessible outdoor 
recreation for all ages, from playgrounds and picnic areas to open 
green space and community gathering spots.
 Each season brings something new to experience. Spring and 
summer highlight blooming prairies, active trails, lake recreation, 
and outdoor events. Fall transforms the landscape into colorful 
scenic routes and community celebrations, while winter offers 
quiet beauty and seasonal gatherings.
What makes Macon County unique is the accessibility and variety 
of its outdoor experiences. Visitors can enjoy lakeside recreation, 
community parks, river views, trails, conservation areas, and 
open-air events all within a short drive of one another. From 
sunrise on the lake to an evening at a festival or concert, the 
region invites visitors to experience Central Illinois outdoors at 
their own pace.
 Whether kayaking on Lake Decatur, browsing a farmers market, 
enjoying live music, attending a local sporting event, or discovering 
prairie landscapes for the first time, Macon County invites visitors 
to experience all four seasons of outdoor adventure in the heart 
of Central Illinois.
Visit DecaturCVB.com to plan your next outdoor adventure in 
Macon County.
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Step Into the Wild 
 
Two unforgettable hiking destinations that showcase the beauty, scale, and diversity of the American outdoors. 
 
There is something powerful about setting foot on a trail and leaving the noise of everyday life behind. Hiking offers more than 
exercise or scenery. It creates a connection to the land, to the moment, and to the sense of discovery that defines outdoor travel. 
 
Across the United States, thousands of trails wind through mountains, forests, and deserts. Each one offers a different 
experience, shaped by its landscape and environment. For those looking to explore the outdoors in a meaningful way, a great 
trail can become the highlight of an entire journey. 
 
From dramatic desert cliffs to misty mountain ridge lines, these two destinations stand out as some of the most memorable 
hiking experiences in the country. 
 

 
Zion National Park, Utah 
 
Zion National Park is one of the most recognizable landscapes in the American Southwest. Towering sandstone cliffs rise above 
the valley floor, creating a setting that feels both vast and intimate at the same time. 
 
Hiking in Zion is defined by contrast. Bright red rock formations meet lush greenery along the Virgin River. Narrow canyon walls 
open into wide viewpoints that stretch across miles of rugged terrain. 
 
One of the most popular hikes in the park is Angels Landing. This trail is known for its steep elevation gain and narrow ridge line 
near the summit. While it requires careful footing and a head for heights, the reward is a panoramic view that captures the scale 
of the canyon below. 
 
For a completely different experience, The Narrows offers a hike through the river itself. Instead of following a traditional path, 
hikers walk through shallow water surrounded by towering canyon walls. The shifting light and cool water create a peaceful 
atmosphere that feels removed from the desert heat above. 
 
Zion is accessible for a wide range of skill levels. Short scenic walks provide incredible views, while longer and more challenging 
hikes offer a deeper connection to the landscape. The park’s trail system allows visitors to choose their own pace and 
experience. 
 
Beyond the trails, Zion offers moments that stay with you long after the hike ends. Early morning light casting shadows across 
the canyon. The quiet sound of water moving through stone. The sense of scale that reminds you how small you are within such 
a vast environment. 
 
For many hikers, Zion is not just a destination. It is an introduction to the power and beauty of the American Southwest.
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Tennessee and North Carolina 

 

On the opposite side of the country, the Great Smoky Mountains offer a completely different hiking experience. Here, the landscape is defined by rolling 

mountains, dense forests, and layers of mist that give the region its name. 

 

As the most visited national park in the United States, the Smokies provide access to hundreds of miles of trails that wind through some of the most biologically 

diverse areas in North America. The environment feels alive, with changing seasons, flowing streams, and a constant presence of wildlife. 

 

One of the most iconic hikes in the park is Alum Cave Trail, which leads to Mount LeConte. The trail passes through forested paths, rock formations, and open 

viewpoints that reveal the layered mountains stretching into the distance. It offers a steady climb that rewards hikers with both variety and scenery. 

 

Clingmans Dome, the highest point in the park, provides another unforgettable experience. A short paved path leads to an observation tower where visitors can 

take in a sweeping view of the surrounding mountains. On clear days, the visibility extends for miles, showcasing the vastness of the region. 

 

For those seeking quieter trails, the park offers countless options that move away from busy areas. These paths lead through old-growth forests, alongside 

streams, and into areas where the only sounds are wind, water, and wildlife. 

 

The Smokies are known for their seasonal beauty. Spring brings wildflowers that cover the forest floor. Summer offers full green landscapes and shaded trails. 

Fall transforms the mountains into a display of color, drawing visitors from across the country. Even winter provides a peaceful setting with fewer crowds and a 

different perspective on the landscape. 

 

What makes the Great Smoky Mountains special is not just the scenery, but the feeling it creates. The trails invite you to slow down, to notice details, and to 

experience the outdoors in a more reflective way. 

 

 

 

These two destinations show just how diverse hiking in the United States can be. Zion delivers bold, dramatic landscapes shaped by time and terrain. The Great 

Smoky Mountains offer a softer, more layered environment that feels both calm and expansive. 

 

Both provide something that goes beyond the physical act of hiking. They offer a chance to disconnect, explore, and reconnect with the natural world. 

 

For travelers seeking adventure, clarity, or simply a change of pace, the trail is always waiting. 

 

The path forward is not always paved. Sometimes, it is found on the trail.
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Chasing Adventure in the Great Outdoors 
 
From rushing rivers to open trails, these unforgettable 
experiences offer new ways to explore the American landscape. 
 
For many travelers, the outdoors is not just about where you 
go, but how you experience it. Beyond scenic overlooks and 
quiet hikes, there is a growing desire for adventure that feels 
active, immersive, and memorable. Whether it is navigating 
the force of a river or riding through wide open terrain, these 
experiences bring a deeper connection to the landscape. 
 
Across the United States, opportunities for outdoor adventure 
are as diverse as the terrain itself. Rivers carve through 
mountains and valleys, offering thrilling whitewater routes. 
Trails stretch across plains and forests, inviting exploration on 
horseback. Each activity offers its own perspective, allowing 
travelers to see the land in motion rather than from a distance. 
 
 

 
 
Trips through the canyon often last multiple days, giving 
participants the chance to fully immerse themselves in the 
environment. Camps are set along the riverbanks, where 
evenings bring quiet moments beneath open skies. The 
experience is as much about the journey as it is about the 
rapids. 
 
For those looking for a shorter or more accessible option, rivers 
like the Arkansas River in Colorado or the Nantahala River in 
North Carolina offer guided trips that can be completed in a 
single day. These routes provide excitement while remaining 
approachable for beginners. 
 
What makes whitewater rafting unique is the combination of 
unpredictability and control. Guides lead the way, but each 
rapid requires attention, coordination, and trust. The result 
is an experience that feels both exhilarating and deeply 
rewarding. 
 

Whitewater Rafting Through the American West 
 
Whitewater rafting is one of the most dynamic 
ways to experience the outdoors. It combines 
movement, teamwork, and the raw power of 
nature into a single adventure. Rivers become the 
pathway, and every bend introduces something 
new. 
 

The Rhythm of the Trail on Horseback 
 
While rafting offers speed and intensity, horseback riding 
provides a slower, more reflective way to explore the 
outdoors. It connects travelers to landscapes in a way that 
feels rooted in history and tradition. 
 
Horseback riding has long been part of the American 
story, particularly in regions like the West where wide 
open spaces defined early travel. Today, guided rides allow 
visitors to experience that same sense of movement across 
the land. 
 
Destinations like Montana and Wyoming offer expansive 
terrain where riders can move through valleys, along rivers, 
and into the foothills of mountain ranges. The pace allows 
for observation and appreciation, giving travelers time to 
take in the surroundings. 
 
In places like Sedona, Arizona, horseback riding takes 
on a different character. Trails wind through red rock 
formations, creating a striking contrast between the 
landscape and the sky. The experience feels both grounded 
and visually dramatic. 
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Zip Lining Above the Landscape 
 
For those who want a different perspective, zip lining offers a way 
to see the outdoors from above. Suspended between platforms, 
riders move through the air, often high above forests, rivers, or 
valleys. 
 
Destinations like the Smoky Mountains and parts of the Pacific 
Northwest have developed extensive zip line courses that combine 
scenic views with the thrill of movement. The experience is fast, 
but it also provides moments to take in the surroundings from a 
vantage point that is rarely accessible. 
 
Safety systems and trained guides ensure that even first-time 
participants can enjoy the experience with confidence. The 
combination of speed, height, and scenery makes zip lining a 
popular choice for travelers looking to add excitement to their trip. 
 

 
Exploring the Water by Paddle 
 
Another way to connect with the outdoors is through paddling. 
Kayaking and canoeing offer a quieter experience that still allows 
for movement and exploration. 
 
In places like the Boundary Waters in Minnesota or the coastal 
regions of Florida, paddling routes take travelers through calm 
waters surrounded by natural beauty. These environments provide 
opportunities to see wildlife, explore hidden areas, and experience 
the landscape at a slower pace. 
 
Unlike motorized travel, paddling relies on rhythm and effort. 
This creates a sense of involvement that enhances the overall 
experience. It allows travelers to move with the environment rather 
than through it. 

Finding Your Own Adventure 
 
What ties these experiences together is not just the 
activity itself, but the sense of engagement they create. 
Whether navigating a river, riding a trail, or moving 
through the air, each adventure invites participation. 
 
The outdoors offers endless possibilities, and no two 
experiences are exactly the same. Conditions change, 
landscapes vary, and each moment brings something 
new. 
 
For travelers, this means there is always another way 
to explore. A different path, a new destination, or an 
activity that pushes beyond familiar boundaries. 
 
 
Adventure in the outdoors is not limited to one type of 
experience. It is shaped by the choices you make and 
the environments you seek out. Some adventures are 
fast and intense. Others are quiet and steady. All of 
them offer a chance to step outside the routine and into 
something more meaningful. 
 
From the power of rushing water to the calm of a trail 
ride, these experiences highlight the diversity of the 
American landscape. They remind us that exploration 
is not just about where we go, but how we choose to 
experience it.
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AMERICA’S COASTAL BEACONS 

Exploring the Lighthouses That Continue to Define the American Shoreline 

 

There is something timeless about a lighthouse. 

 

Long before GPS systems, smartphones, and digital navigation, these towers stood 

watch over the American coastline, guiding ships through storms, fog, rocky waters, and 

darkness. Today, they continue to capture the imagination of travelers searching for scenic 

landscapes, maritime history, and unforgettable outdoor destinations. 

 

Across the United States, lighthouses rise above crashing Pacific cliffs, overlook quiet New 

England harbors, stand guard beside the Great Lakes, and watch over warm southern 

coastlines where sea oats bend in the wind. Some are surrounded by bustling waterfront 

towns while others remain isolated on remote islands reachable only by boat. 

 

What connects them all is the experience they offer. Visiting a lighthouse is rarely just 

about the structure itself. The journey often leads travelers through scenic highways, 

rugged shorelines, hidden beaches, coastal forests, fishing villages, and some of the most 

breathtaking landscapes in the country. 

 

For outdoor enthusiasts, lighthouse travel combines history with adventure. Hiking trails 

wind along dramatic cliffs. Coastal boardwalks lead to panoramic ocean views. Kayakers 

paddle beneath towering bluffs while photographers wait for the perfect sunrise over the 

Atlantic or Pacific horizon. 

 

These landmarks continue to remind visitors that some of America’s most memorable 

destinations are found where land meets water.

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 

Outer Banks, North Carolina 

 

Rising above the windswept shoreline of the Outer Banks, the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 

remains one of the most recognizable lighthouses in the United States. Its distinctive black-

and-white spiral pattern has become a symbol of the North Carolina coast and one of the 

most photographed maritime landmarks in the country. 

 

The surrounding Outer Banks region feels built for exploration. Long stretches of 

undeveloped beach, rolling dunes, sea grass, and coastal marshland create a dramatic 

outdoor setting unlike anywhere else on the East Coast. Visitors often spend entire days 

driving the barrier islands, stopping at overlooks, fishing piers, beach access points, and small 

coastal communities along the way. 

 

The lighthouse itself towers above Cape Hatteras National Seashore, an area known for 

surfing, kite boarding, fishing, kayaking, and wildlife viewing. During the warmer months, 

travelers can often spot dolphins offshore and sea turtles nesting along protected beach 

areas. 

 

One of the most fascinating chapters in the lighthouse’s history came in 1999 when the 

entire structure was carefully moved inland to protect it from shoreline erosion. The massive 

relocation became one of the most ambitious preservation efforts ever attempted for a 

historic lighthouse in the United States. 

 

Today, the lighthouse continues to attract travelers searching for both history and scenery. 

Sunrise over the Atlantic paints the coastline in shades of gold and orange while evening 

storms rolling across the ocean create some of the most dramatic coastal photography 

opportunities in the country. 

 

The Outer Banks experience goes far beyond the lighthouse itself. Nearby communities like 

Hatteras, Nags Head, Rodanthe, and Ocracoke offer waterfront restaurants, fishing charters, 

wild horse tours, and miles of scenic shoreline that encourage visitors to slow down and take 

in the natural beauty of the coast.
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Boston Light 

Boston Harbor, Massachusetts 

Standing on Little Brewster Island in Boston Harbor, Boston Light holds the 

distinction of being the oldest lighthouse station in the United States. The location 

blends centuries of American history with sweeping coastal scenery that continues to 

attract travelers from around the world. 

Reaching the lighthouse feels like stepping into another era. Visitors board boats 

from downtown Boston and cruise through the harbor past historic islands, 

sailboats, and city skylines before arriving at the rugged shoreline surrounding the 

lighthouse tower. 

The contrast between historic maritime architecture and the modern Boston skyline 

creates one of the most visually unique lighthouse settings in America. 

The surrounding harbor islands offer opportunities for hiking, birdwatching, 

photography, and picnicking beside the water. Trails weave across grassy terrain 

overlooking the Atlantic while ferries move through the harbor in the distance. 

Boston itself adds another layer to the experience. Travelers can combine 

a lighthouse excursion with walks along the Freedom Trail, visits to historic 

neighborhoods, waterfront dining, and harbor cruises through one of America’s most 

historic cities. 

At sunset, the harbor transforms completely. Reflections shimmer across the water 

while the lighthouse tower stands against the fading skyline, reminding visitors how 

deeply maritime history shaped the growth of the United States.

WHERE THE PACIFIC MEETS THE CLIFFS

The Pacific Coast offers an entirely different lighthouse experience. 

Instead of sandy barrier islands and colonial harbors, travelers encounter towering cliffs, 

crashing surf, rocky shorelines, towering evergreens, and dramatic ocean fog rolling 

across the coastline. Along California and Oregon, lighthouses often appear perched at 

the edge of the continent itself. 

These western beacons have become iconic destinations for road trips along Highway 

1 and the Pacific Coast Highway, where every curve in the road reveals another 

breathtaking coastal overlook. 

 

Pigeon Point Lighthouse 

California Coast 

South of San Francisco along California’s rugged coastline, Pigeon Point Lighthouse rises 

high above the Pacific Ocean as one of the tallest lighthouses in the United States. 

The setting feels cinematic. Waves crash against rocky cliffs below while sea birds circle 

overhead and thick coastal fog drifts across the shoreline. During migration season, whale 

sightings are common from nearby viewing areas. 

The surrounding coastline is part of what makes the destination unforgettable. Travelers 

driving Highway 1 encounter dramatic ocean views around nearly every bend, with 

hidden beaches, state parks, and cliff side overlooks scattered along the route. 

Nearby coastal communities provide the perfect complement to the lighthouse 

experience. Small seafood restaurants, art galleries, surfing beaches, and scenic inns give 

the region a relaxed coastal atmosphere that draws visitors year-round. 

Sunsets here feel especially dramatic. As the Pacific horizon glows with deep oranges and 

reds, the silhouette of the lighthouse tower stands against the evening sky while waves 

pound the cliffs below. 

For photographers and outdoor travelers, the area offers endless opportunities to 

explore. Tide pools reveal colorful marine life while nearby hiking trails wind through 

coastal bluffs overlooking the ocean.
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Heceta Head Lighthouse 

Oregon Coast 

 

Along Oregon’s rugged central coastline, Heceta Head Lighthouse sits high above one of the 

most scenic stretches of shoreline in the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Dense evergreen forests meet rocky cliffs while ocean mist drifts inland through coastal 

hills. The combination creates a landscape that feels both wild and peaceful at the same 

time. 

 

The approach to the lighthouse is part of the adventure. Visitors hike through forested 

trails before emerging onto cliff side viewpoints overlooking the Pacific Ocean far below. 

The scenery changes constantly depending on weather conditions, with sunshine, fog, and 

rolling storm clouds all transforming the coastline in dramatic ways. 

 

The Oregon coast is known for its raw natural beauty, and Heceta Head captures that 

atmosphere perfectly. Sea lions gather along offshore rocks while waves crash against dark 

volcanic formations lining the shoreline. 

 

Nearby coastal towns provide cozy stopping points for travelers exploring the region. Fresh 

seafood, local coffee shops, art galleries, and scenic oceanfront lodging make the area 

especially popular for road trips and weekend escapes. 

 

At night, the lighthouse beam continues to sweep across the Pacific, maintaining a tradition 

that has guided ships along the Oregon coastline for generations.

LIGHTHOUSES OF THE GREAT LAKES AND SOUTHERN SHORES 

 

Not all iconic lighthouses stand beside the ocean. 

 

Some of America’s most beautiful lighthouse destinations rise beside the inland waters of the 

Great Lakes, while others protect tropical coastlines deep in the southern United States. 

 

These locations reveal how varied lighthouse travel can be across the country. 

 

Split Rock Lighthouse 

Minnesota North Shore 

 

Perched high above Lake Superior, Split Rock Lighthouse overlooks one of the most dramatic 

landscapes in the Midwest. 

 

The North Shore of Minnesota feels rugged and untamed, especially during cooler months when 

waves crash against rocky cliffs beneath colorful forests and towering pines. 

 

The lighthouse sits atop a steep bluff with panoramic views stretching across Lake Superior, the 

largest freshwater lake in the world by surface area. During autumn, the surrounding forests 

explode with vibrant reds, oranges, and golds, creating one of the most scenic seasonal drives in 

the country. 

 

Outdoor recreation defines the region. Travelers explore waterfalls, hiking trails, scenic 

overlooks, and rocky shorelines throughout nearby state parks and recreation areas. 

 

Photographers especially flock to Split Rock during sunrise and stormy weather when the lake 

takes on a powerful, almost ocean-like appearance. 

 

The surrounding North Shore Scenic Drive has become one of the Midwest’s premier road trip 

routes, attracting travelers seeking nature, solitude, and unforgettable scenery.
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Loggerhead Lighthouse 

Dry Tortugas National Park, Florida 

 

Far beyond Key West, surrounded by turquoise water and coral reefs, Loggerhead 

Lighthouse stands within one of the most remote national parks in the United States. 

 

Located inside Dry Tortugas National Park, the lighthouse rises above a tropical landscape 

of crystal-clear water, white sand, and historic coastal fortifications. 

 

Reaching the destination requires effort. Visitors arrive by ferry or seaplane, crossing 

open Gulf waters before the islands emerge on the horizon. That sense of remoteness is 

part of what makes the experience so memorable. 

 

The surrounding waters are famous for snorkeling, diving, boating, and marine wildlife. 

Coral reefs teem with colorful fish while sea turtles and tropical birds move through the 

protected environment. 

 

Nearby Fort Jefferson adds another layer of history to the destination. The massive coastal 

fortress stands beside the water, creating one of the most visually striking historic settings 

in the National Park System. 

 

The combination of lighthouse history, tropical scenery, and outdoor adventure makes 

Dry Tortugas unlike any other lighthouse destination in America.

America’s Enduring Coastal Icons 

 

Lighthouses continue to represent something larger than navigation alone. 

 

 They symbolize resilience, exploration, and the enduring connection between Americans 

and the water that surrounds the nation. From the Atlantic to the Pacific, from tropical 

islands to the rocky Great Lakes shoreline, these towers remain woven into the 

landscapes and stories that define the country. 

 

 For modern travelers, lighthouse journeys offer more than scenic photographs. They 

encourage exploration of places where history, nature, and outdoor adventure still exist 

side by side. 

 

 Some stand in busy harbors while others rise from isolated coastlines where the sound 

of crashing waves replaces the noise of everyday life. Yet each one continues to guide 

visitors toward something increasingly rare in modern travel: a genuine sense of place. 

 

Across the United States, these coastal beacons still shine.
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World Cup USA 2026 
 
With the world’s biggest sporting event 
coming to the United States, the 2026 World 
Cup is set to bring global energy, excitement, 
and international attention to cities across 
the country. Beyond the matches themselves, 
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The World Comes to America 
 
 
 A nation prepares to host the world’s game as the FIFA World Cup 2026 
brings global energy, culture, and competition across the United States. 
 

 
 In the summer of 2026, the United States will take center stage in a way 
that transcends sport. The FIFA World Cup returns to North America, and 
for the first time in history, it will be shared across three nations. Among 
them, the United States will host the majority of matches, transforming 
cities from coast to coast into global gathering points for fans, culture, 
and competition. 
 
 This is not just another sporting event. It is a nationwide moment. 
Stadiums will fill with supporters from every corner of the world. Streets 
will come alive with colors, flags, and celebrations. Restaurants, hotels, 
and local businesses will welcome visitors who arrive not only for the 
matches, but for the experience of America itself. 
 
 From iconic cities to emerging destinations, each host location offers 
something unique. Together, they create a journey that reflects the 
diversity, scale, and spirit of the United States. 
 

A Tournament Like No Other 
 
 The 2026 World Cup introduces a new format with an expanded field 
of 48 teams. This means more matches, more nations, and more 
opportunities for fans to experience the excitement firsthand. 
 
 For the United States, it also means a broader geographic footprint. 
Matches will be played in major metropolitan hubs and culturally rich 
destinations, allowing visitors to explore different regions while following 
the tournament.
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Host Cities Across the United States 
 
 The United States will host matches in several key cities, 
each offering world-class stadiums and distinct local 
character. 
 
New York / New Jersey 
 
 MetLife Stadium will host some of the most high-
profile matches, including the final. Located just outside 
Manhattan, this region offers unmatched energy, 
iconic landmarks, and one of the most diverse cultural 
landscapes in the world. 
 
Los Angeles, California 
 
 SoFi Stadium represents the future of sports and 
entertainment. Paired with Southern California’s beaches, 
nightlife, and global influence, Los Angeles is expected to 
be one of the most vibrant host locations. 
 
Miami, Florida 
 
 Miami brings international flair, tropical weather, and 
a deep connection to global soccer culture. Hard Rock 
Stadium will be surrounded by beaches, nightlife, and a 
strong Latin American influence. 
 
Dallas, Texas 
 
 AT and T Stadium in Arlington is one of the largest and 
most advanced venues in the country. The Dallas region 
offers a mix of modern development, sports culture, and 
Texas hospitality. 
 
Houston, Texas 
 
 Houston’s NRG Stadium adds another major stop in 
Texas. Known for its diversity and culinary scene, Houston 
will provide a dynamic experience for visiting fans.
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More Cities, More Experiences 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 Mercedes-Benz Stadium is a fan favorite for its design and atmosphere. Atlanta’s rich 
history, music culture, and Southern charm make it a standout destination. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 A city rooted in American history, Philadelphia offers a powerful combination of 
heritage and sports passion. Lincoln Financial Field will host matches in a city known 
for its loyal fan base. 

Boston, Massachusetts 

 Gillette Stadium will bring World Cup action to New England. Visitors can experience 
historic sites, coastal scenery, and a strong sports tradition. 

Seattle, Washington 

 Lumen Field is known for its electric crowd. Seattle’s natural beauty, waterfront 
views, and modern culture create a unique setting for international competition. 

San Francisco Bay Area, California 

 Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara will host matches in the heart of Silicon Valley. The 
region blends innovation, scenic landscapes, and global influence.
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Match Timeline and Tournament Flow 
 
 While exact match pairings will be finalized closer to kickoff, 
the general structure of the tournament follows a clear 
progression. 
 

Tournament Timeline 
 
Opening Matches 
Early June 2026 
Group stage begins across multiple host cities 
 
Group Stage 
June through late June 
Teams compete in round-robin format within their groups 
 
Knockout Stage Begins 
Late June into July 
Top teams advance to elimination rounds 
 
Quarterfinals and Semifinals 
Early to mid July 
High-stakes matches in major stadiums 
 
Final Match 
Mid July 2026 
Expected to be held in the New York and New Jersey region 
 

 
 
What This Means for Travelers 
 
 The extended format allows visitors to plan multi-city trips. 
Fans can follow their teams or explore different destinations 
between matches. This creates opportunities for tourism 
well beyond the stadium.
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Beyond the Stadiums 
 
The World Cup experience extends far beyond the matches themselves. 
 
 Cities will host fan festivals, public viewing areas, and cultural events that bring 
people together. Local restaurants and bars will feature international menus. 
Streets and public spaces will transform into celebration zones filled with music, 
art, and community. 
 
 For travelers, this means every match day becomes a full experience. A morning 
exploring a city. An afternoon connecting with fans. An evening watching the 
world’s best players compete.

 
 
 
 

Local Impact and Opportunity 
 
 For each host city, the World Cup represents a major economic and cultural 
opportunity. 
 
 Hotels will reach peak occupancy. Small businesses will gain exposure to 
international audiences. Attractions, tours, and local experiences will see 
increased demand. 
 
 Destinations that may not typically be on a global traveler’s radar will have a 
chance to shine.
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A Defining Moment for the United States 

 The 2026 World Cup arrives during a period of renewed interest in 
soccer across the United States. Youth participation continues to grow. 
Professional leagues are expanding. International stars are playing on 
American soil. This tournament will accelerate that momentum.

For decades, soccer in America lived on the margins of the sports 
calendar. That has changed. Stadiums fill on match nights, kids wear 
the jerseys of clubs an ocean away, and entire neighborhoods gather 
to watch the world play. The 2026 World Cup steps into a country that 
is finally ready to embrace the game on its own terms.

More importantly, it offers something bigger than sport. It creates a 
shared experience across cities, cultures, and communities. It invites 
the world to explore America not just through its landmarks, but 
through its people and its passion.

Sixteen cities will share the tournament, each bringing its own 
character to the world stage. Fans will arrive from every continent, 
filling hotels, restaurants, and public squares with color, language, and 
celebration. For local businesses and tourism boards, the opportunity 
reaches far beyond the final whistle. For travelers, it is a once in a 
generation reason to see the country through fresh eyes.

From the skyline of New York to the shores of Miami, from the energy 
of Los Angeles to the tradition of Boston, the World Cup will connect 
destinations through a common language. Every host region offers 
something the others cannot, and together they tell the story of a 
nation as varied as the teams competing across it.

For travelers, it is an invitation.

For host cities, it is a moment.

For the United States, it is a stage unlike any other.

The world is coming. The game is global. And in 2026, the journey leads 
to the United States.
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Sept 20,2026– Jan 5 2027

Philadelphia, PA - July 3, 2026 – The Second Time Arounders Marching Band, renowned for its exceptional 
performances and diverse membership, is thrilled to announce its participation in the Salute To Independence Parade 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on July 3rd, 2026. This prestigious event commemorates the Semiquincentennial, 
marking 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

“The Semiquincentennial is a once-in-a-lifetime event, and we are incredibly excited to be part of such a momentous 
occasion,” added Steve Cantin. “Our members are looking forward to sharing our love of music and performance with 
the thousands of spectators in Philadelphia and celebrating America’s 250th birthday in the birthplace of our nation.”

“As the nation celebrates this 
historic milestone, the Second Time 
Arounders Marching Band, based in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, is honored to 
join the festivities in the city where it 
all began. Founded in 1983”

About the Second Time 

Arounders Marching 

Band: The Second Time 

Arounders Marching 

Band, based in St. 

Petersburg, Florida, 

was founded in 1983 

by Bill Findeison. The 

band consists of former 

high school and college 

band members who 

come together to share 

their love of music 

and performance. 

Known for their spirited 

performances and 

diverse membership, the 

Second Time Arounders 

have entertained parade 

audiences worldwide 

including at the

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade in 2008 and 2019, 

and the Dublin, Ireland 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

in 2022.
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Scan to Take Action
WaterWarriorAlliance.org/explore

WaterWarriorAlliance.org
St. Petersburg, Florida (727)-303-9987

Facebook: @waterwarrioralliance Instagram: waterwarrioralliance_
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